
CARRY ON STREAMIN
from EDINBURGH FOLK CLUB

Probably the best folk club in the world!
Dateline: Wednesday 10 February 2021 Volume 1.17

THIS YEAR’S EVENTS
CALENDAR
THE  CANCELLATION  OF
GLASTONBURY  a  few  weeks  ago
seems  to  have  prompted  a  flurry  of
activity  in  the  events  industry.  This  was
compounded  a  bit  by  Stornoway’s
HebCelt  festival  pulling this  year’s  mid-
July event a few days after Glasto.

COS understands from an event industry
source  that  Glasto’s  site  build  schedule
requires about four months to complete. If
so, it’s hardly surprising that the late June
event  felt  it  necessary  to  cancel  in  a
statement issued on January 21.

Edinburgh  Festival  Fringe  Society  while
not  really  influenced  by  these  ‘external’
events is also taking stock of what’s going
on and what might be likely to be going on
come August 2021. The Fringe is a very
different event from Glasto and HebCelt.

Although not  partnered  with  the  City  of
Edinburgh Council (CEC), both of course
have a vested interest in what each other is

up to and thinking about.

The Fringe with it’s vast range of shows in
about 350 venues across Edinburgh usually
is an enormous earner for CEC’s exchequer
through  shows  renting  performance  spaces
as well as from the expenditure of the city’s
visitors  throughout  August.  It’s  not
surprising  CEC  folks  are  interested
(anxious?)  to  know  how  the  Fringe  is
looking at August 2021.

It seems that both the Fringe Society and
CEC think  that  it’s  yet  too  early  to  say
what might be possible in August 2021 –
there  are  too  many  imponderables.
However  it  is  clear  that  the  two  metre
distancing  rule  will  be  the  last  public
health  measure  to  be  lifted.  Events  in
small  indoor  spaces  are  unlikely  to  be
possible  by  summer  2021  which  covers
the great majority of Fringe venues. 

CEC would  like  to  see  and  enable  an
alternative range of Fringe activity in the
summer months if any venue managers or
shows felt  they might  be  able to  deliver
some programming in naturally ventilated
spaces outdoors.
 

Public funding for the Fringe Society as well
as  for  the  independent venues  and  shows
which constitute the Fringe ‘on the ground’,
is  lacking  (ie.  virtually  non-existent  in
proportion  to  the  huge  scale  of  the  whole
event. This is well understood by CEC so, in
the absence of  a  cash injection from CEC,
they  might  support  programming  in  a
socially  distanced  way  using  temporary
structures,  with  roof  cover  but  open  sides,

which  could  be  erected  in  public  parks  or
hard surface spaces.

So all is still to play for in Edinburgh in
August.  We  await  developments  with
considerable interest!

/ … continued on page 2

Go to PayPal to donate to
the Paddy Bort Fund.

And  click  here to  go  to
EFC’s YouTube channel.
See the  panel  (below)  for  the
performers  on  the  video
accompanying  this  edition  of
COS.
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MEANWHILE,  ELSEWHERE  – two
well known annual folk festivals have just
announced  they  are  joining  forces  to
present a single online event.

Every  year,  on  the  Spring  (May)  Bank
Holiday  weekend,  two  communities  of
like-minded  people  usually  celebrate  all
things Folk, although 175 miles  apart.  It
has been like this for decades, but not this
year!

The  festivals  at  CHESTER  and
CHIPPENHAM are combining forces to
deliver the best of both their worlds in an
online extravaganza.

Their recent press release said: “Whilst we
all  look forward to a  time when we can
cram ourselves into a  concert,  or  even a
pub, the global pandemic has meant we’ve

had to be more innovative in how we can
still get that folky fix.  This year we have
decided  to  take  advantage  of  the
opportunities  of  going online to  create  a
collaboration which will have you singing,
dancing and playing your socks off, all in
the comfort of your own home!

“There  are  some  real  benefits  to  going
online: geography is no longer a boundary,
we’re  not  just  able  to  combine  two folk
festivals,  we  can  have  a  global  reach,
bringing  communities  together  wherever
they  are  in  the  world.   On  hearing  the
news,  John  Kirkpatrick,  the  patron  of
Chippenham Folk Festival said:

‘This is such an exciting idea - two great
festivals pooling their resources to make

/ … continued on  page  3
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CARRY ON STREAMIN
Our banner is a  ‘reworking’ of the of the 
Carrying Stream festival which EFC’s late chair, 
Paddy Bort, created shortly after the death of 
Hamish Henderson in 2002.

After Paddy died in February 2017, EFC created 
the Paddy Bort Fund (PBF) to give financial 
assistance to professional folk performers who, 
through no fault of their own, fall on hard times.

No-one contemplated anything like the 
coronavirus. Now we need to replenish PBF 
again and have set a  new target to raise a 

further £10 000.

There are two strands to Carry On Streamin - 
this publication and our YouTube channel where 
you will find, every fortnight, videos donated by 
some of the best folk acts around. 

PLEASE DONATE TO PBF AS BEST YOU CAN, 
USING THE PAYPAL LINKS WE PROVIDE. 

http://efc1973.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/


CARRY ON STREAMIN
from EDINBURGH FOLK CLUB

Probably the best folk club in the world!
Dateline: Wednesday 10 February 2021 Volume 1.17

/ continued from page 2 ...

one mighty weekend that can be enjoyed
from  anywhere  in  the  world.  In  these
strange  times,  it’s  so  impressive  to  see
how constantly resourceful and inventive
the  folk  community  can  be  to  keep  the
music alive and kicking.’

“BBC Radio 2 Folk Show presenter, and
long-time  supporter  of  Chester,  Mark
Radcliffe commented:

‘In  these  most  trying  of  times  for  live
music,  I  think my old friends at  Chester
and  new friends  at  Chippenham may be
ahead of the curve here.  What a brilliant
idea to pool the resources of two seasoned
and  respected  events  which  normally
happen simultaneously.   I  think this  will
bring  a  harmonious  and  heart-warming
'Two  Way  Family  Favourites'  flavour  to
the joint event.  All hail Chestenham. I'm
sure many others will follow your lead’

“We are working on a cracking line up of
artists, callers and dancers from around the
world.   All  hail  Chestenham,  or  should
that be Chippster!  Watch this space… “

(Ed:  …  and  back  to  the  lead  story,  the
Acoustic Music Centre which has been part
of the Edinburgh Fringe since 1982 issued a
call  on  Friday  1  February  for  shows  to
provide videos so AMC could gather them
into a composite online event. This is still at
a  very  early  stage  with  technical  and
production issues to be worked out .)

EDINBURGH  FOLK
CLUB REMEMBERS

IN A WEEK’S TIME we will mark four
years to the day since EFC’s then Chair,

Eberhard “Paddy” Bort, died suddenly and
unexpectedly on Friday 17 February 2017.

For  those  few  readers  not  familiar  with
Paddy’s  name,  read his  obituary  here in
The  Scotsman.  If  you  think  he  was
energetic,  you’d  be  spot  on.  Dynamic
would be a good word to describe Paddy. 

Paddy is still missed here by many in the
general cultural life of Scotland and now,
as EFC’s Chair, his big shoes are hard to
fill properly!

WELL,  YOU SEE,  IT
WAS LIKE THIS …

ROD SINCLAIR'S FOLK TALES: #4
Just when you thought he’d finished in
COS1.16  …  more  wee  tales  from  Rod
about  touring:  solo,  duos,  and
Kontraband’s and Sula’s travels .…

TRAVELLING  ROUND,  playing  in
Denmark  with  John  Dubarry,  a
Londoner  whose  singing  was  honed  in
Cornwall  and  on  CND marches,  I  was
always  the  last  to  leave  the  party.  I
realised  that  this  was no  way to  run  a
life, so I used my MA in languages from
Edinburgh  University  to  get  a  job

teaching  French  and  English  at  a
teachers'  training  college  in  Ribe.
Therefore I am still alive today.

One day in 1969 we arrived in Ribe to
play, fell  in  bad company,  and I'm still
here,  and  hang  out  with  some  of  the
same crew. 

John and I played the summer season in
Skagen, in the north of Jutland, singing
in  a  bar  every  night  and  spending  the
days on the beach. One day we dropped
in  to  Skansen,  a  fisherman's  bar  with
long  wooden  tables  and  sand  on  the
floor, for a forenoon beer. One of the five
fishermen at the other  end of  our table
got up and demonstratively stomped out. 

"What's up with him?" I asked the others.
"He  won't  sit  at  the  same  table  as
Englishmen."
I was about to quibble, but asked "Why
not?"
"Because of the war."
I  thought  we  were  on  the  same  side
during the war.
"Not  that  war.  The  1801  war,  when
Nelson destroyed the Danish fleet."

During  the  break  in  a  concert  evening
held  in  the  village  hall  on  the  Faorese
island of Mykines (pronounced 'me chin
ess),  we  had  to  stand  outside  in  the
summer  evening,  because  the  hall  was
full  to  capacity.  There  were  over  50
people crammed into a room built for 30.
The year-round population of Mykines is
13.

A man asked me if  I  would care for  a
refreshment.  He  led  the  way down the
asphalt path, specially laid for the royal
visit the previous year.

He served me a large glass of warm gin,
and said he had seen me before, arriving
on the launch from Sørvagur. "That was
me you saw sitting up on the cliff with
my catcher." He had caught 500 puffins
between 7 am and noon, taking only the
yearlings that fly parallel to the cliffs, not
the  parents  feeding  young:  they  fly  to
and fro between sea and cliffs.

/ … continued on page 5
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Eberhard "Paddy" Bort: pic, Allan McMillan

Rod Sinclair
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He showed me his invention, a wheel with
strips  of  rubber  cut  from  a  bicycle  tyre
tube driven by an electrical motor from a
vacuum  cleaner.  The  whirling  rubber
fingers  stripped  the  feathers  from  the
gutted  puffin,  which  then  bobbed  in  the
bathtub  with  499  others,  ready  for
freezing. Eaten with potatoes, brown sauce
and  spongecake,  they  smell  of  fish  but
taste of poultry. 

In  early 1969,  a young man came up to
John and me after a concert in Jutland and
asked  if  we  would  like  to  play  in
Greenland. "Of course," was our standard
reply  to  that  question,  irrespective  of
geography.  And  we  promptly  forgot  all
about it.

During our summer season in Skagen that
year, a telegramme arrived. Our tickets to
Greenland were ready and our flight left at
13:00 two days later.

Our  SAS  DC8  landed  in
Sønderstrømfjord, and John fell down the
stairs. We had had a refreshment or two on
the  5-hour  flight.  That  left  me  to  meet
Lieutenant  Katzenbacker,  the
entertainments officer on the USAF base
that  also  used  the  runway  at
Sønderstrømfjord.

With  cigar,  sunglasses,  baseball  cap  and
air  force  uniform,  Lieutenant
Katzenbacker picked me up from the SAS
hotel in a dark blue pickup half the size of
a basketball court. He drove me over to his
office,  offered  me  a  cigar  and  opened
negotiations. 

"We want four shows, at 7 pm and 9 pm
on Tuesday and Wednesday. You're in the
officers' mess. The NCOs have a country
band. What's your price?"
"Six hundred a show." 
"OK. Dollars or kroner?"
"Dollars."
"OK."
"Each."
"OK. Now do you want a cigar?"
"No, thank you."

After the shows, we were invited back to
the officers' club for a drink. They had a

Manneken Pis statue: press the button and
whisky poured out where the Brussels one
only has water. 

While we were recording a radio show for
Radio  Greenland,  a  man  stuck  his  head
round  the  door  and  said,  "Sorry  to
interrupt, but you might want to see this."
In the next room was a TV set showing, in
black and white, the moon landing. 

One night,  we  were  toiling  away  at  our
summer pub gig in Skagen when the lights
went out. The open doorway was blocked
by a big man. Then another. Then another.
The five of them took the table nearest the
'stage'  of  course.  Ordered  whisky.  "Just
leave the bottle!" John tore into his 12-bar
version of the Shipping Forecast and Gale
Warning  Blues  ("Forth,  Tyne,  Humber,
Dogger..."),  with  me  belting  the  Robert
Johnson  out  of  my  Levin  as  if  my  life
depended on it. Which it might well have
done. At the end of our set, the big men
pointed  at  us  and  said,  "You're  with  us.
Come  on,"  and  led  us  down  to  their
trawler in the harbour.

A coil of rope was lifted to reveal a case of
Elephant  Beer,  the  original  Carlsberg
Special,  but  stronger.  Once  that  was
dispatched, another case materialised.

I passed out around half three and was laid
to rest on a top bunk. I was awoken by the
throb of a big diesel  motor and the boat
bobbing in motion. "Oh no, we're  off  to
sea!  What  about  tonight's  show?"  Turns
out they were just crossing the harbour to
take on ice.

We  were  carefully  laid  up  on  the  quay
with our guitars, and the fishermen's shout
of  "See  you  tomorrow!"  ringing  in  our
ears. 

John  was  an  inveterate  and  successful
puller  of  girls,  the  Skagen  fishermen
noted.  Early  one  morning,  in  our  flat
above the bar, I was awoken by a scream
of male panic. I opened the door to John's
room. Our fishermen friends had slipped
the girl out of his embrace while they slept
and replaced her with a 19-kilo codfish.

When Kontraband toured Scotland for the
second  time,  everybody could  remember

us, because big Jole, the mandolin player,
opened beer bottles with his eyebrow. 

One  of  the  pleasures  of  a  Sula  tour  of
Scotland  was  meeting  up  with  Dave
Goulder,  a  railway  fireman  from
Nottingham  who  quit  British  Rail  when
they  changed  to  diesel  locomotives  and
became  warden  at  the  Torridon  Youth
Hostel,  one  of  the  most  isolated  in  the
country.  He  later  settled  in  Rosehall,  in
Sutherland.

After the show in the local hotel, we were
back at Dave's house for a dram. I went to
the sink to  add a few drops of  highland
water. "Stop! Don't use the tap water. Use
the water in the plastic bucket."
 
Every  morning,  Dave  took  five  frisbees
and his five rescue dogs, each lacking an
ear or half a leg or some other inessential
body part, along the glen to the water pipe.
He threw the frisbees  out  over  the glen,
and the dogs rushed off to retrieve them.
Meanwhile,  Dave  hung  the  big,  empty
blue  bucket  on  the  pipe  protruding
discreetly from the hillside, exchanging it
for the identical one that had been filling
since the previous day.  "This  water  may
have  a  little  peat  sediment,  but  it  tastes
fine.  It  has  none  of  the  smelly  modern
additives  that  make  the  council  water
undrinkable." 

In the Faroe Islands we met the lad who is
lowered on a rope over the edge of a 900-
foot cliff at 2am with a lamp and a wee
knife.  Waking  the  sleeping  gannets  with
his  torch,  he  kills  the  yearlings  on  their
ledge with a quick cut round the back of
their  necks  before  they  can  bite  him.  A
gannet  beak  can  break  two  fingers  at  a
time.  Then he drops the dead birds over
the edge to the Atlantic below.

In the morning, the dead gannets that the
current has kept bobbing in a cove at the
cliff foot are picked up from a boat. They
are  a  prized  delicacy  in  the  Faroes  and
some of the Scottish western islands.

Playing  a  series  of  concerts  in  Malawi
fixed by a friend in Lilongwe, I am invited

/ … continued on page 7
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for  a  glass of  orange drink by Maxwell,
who tries to sell me his car, a hand-painted
yellow  sports  saloon  with  flaking  speed
stripes  and  door  problems.  There  is  a
gaping hole in the dashboard. “It's radio-
ready,” explains Maxwell. 

After  a  solo  gig  in  Leipzig,  some  lads
offered to help me load the gear into my
car. My old microphone stand is a kind of
lucky  charm  for  me.  I  have  used  it  for
every gig since it was built for me in 1975
by Børge Solkær, the bass-player. It has a
swing arm and a swan neck, for the vocal
and  instrumental  mics  respectively,  and
the legs unscrew: real old school.

When I got back in from the car park, my
keen young helper had dismantled the mic
stand. But completely: every single screw,
washer and muff was neatly lined up on
the  stage  like  an  exploded  diagram  of
some complicated machine. He had found
more  components  in  that  microphone
stand  than  anybody  knew  it  had.  Be
careful what you wish for.

In New Zealand with Sula - Eskil Romme,
Erling Olsen and me - we were gathering
our gear for a noontime school concert at
our guest house on a farm in the north of
the  southern  island.  The  house  shook,
rattling the windows, the crockery on the
table and the teeth in our mouths. Erling
and I looked at Eskil. "It wisnae me!" We
rushed  down to  the  farmhouse  to  check
that  our  hosts  were  safe.  They  were
preparing  to  leave  with  us,  and  had
noticed nothing. When we told them about
our earthquake, they shook their heads. "If
nothing  broken,  then  it's  only  a  tremor.
And we don't notice those." 

I took a sleeping pill to knock me out for
the  flight  from  London  to  Melbourne.
Erling woke me apologetically at seven in
the morning. "Thought you'd want to see
this." It was the sun coming up over the
Himalayas. 

Later, the pilot says, "We are now crossing the
coast of Australia," and I start looking for my
shoes,  gathering  my  belongings  "...and  we
should be landing in Melbourne in five hours."

Our  first  stop  on  the  New Zealand  tour
was at  Libby and Davey Stewart's  house
in Christchurch. Davey runs the folk club
and  builds  and  repairs  musical
instruments. He showed us his workshop
and  the  huge  mega-bodhran  he  had  just
finished. It was for Svend Kjeldsen, then
of  Århus,  now  assistant  professor  of
bodhran at Limerick University.

The trio comprising Hamish Imlach, Iain
Mackintosh, Mike Whellans: as Rumple
Threeskin at Tønder Festival.

Sula  were  invited  to  play  our  mix  of
Scandinavian  and  Scots  music  at  the

Festival  de  la  Musica  Inmigrante  -
Festivalpo  -  in  Valparaiso,  Chile,  in
October 2005.

Hamish Imlach used to sing, “Paddy Lay
Back”, at the St Andrews folk club: We're
off  to  Valparaiso round Cape Horn.  And
Valparaiso is just like you imagine. Not a
container  dock,  this  is  one  of  the  finest
harbours  on  the  west  coast  of  South
America, with ships plying routes to Asia,
Polynesia, Australia and Antarctica. Along
the seafront are bars where you can order
the  excellent  beer  called  Cerveza  del
Puerto ('el Sabor de los Porteños'), buy a
parrot and get tattooed while you wait. 

Out  by  the  breakwater,  we  saw  the
immaculate, white, four-masted barkentine
Esmeralda,  a  cadet  training  sailing  ship,
frequent competitor in the Tall Ships' race,
that  was  used  after  the  coup  against
Allende to sail political opponents out to
sea and drown them.

Rome has 7 hills, Valpo has 45 cerros. The
colourful  wooden  houses  are  built  on
streets so steep that sometimes you take an
ascensor -  a funicular  lift  with space for
about 20 people. Price 20p. You can watch
YouTube  videos  of  the  hair-raising
mountain bike race down the cerros.

Dogs  lie  in  the  sun  on  the  broad
pavements of central Valparaiso. There are
so  many  dogs,  mongrels  of  all  shapes,
colours and sizes, that pedestrians have to
weave  and  skip  round  and  over  them.
Every now and then, the city council sends
out  teams  of  dog-catchers  to  round  up
these strays, but word always gets out, and
when  the  dog-catchers  arrive,  the
pavements are deserted. People complain
about the mobs of dogs,  but they shelter
them from the catchers.  
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Hamish Imlach publicity shot

Iain MacKintosh (pic: folkworld.de)
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SANGSTREAM
TURNS 21!  
Shauna  Dickson,  Chair,  Sangstream
Scots Folk Choir writes to say: …

“To  celebrate  Sangstream’s  21st,  one  of
our members suggested the planting of 21
trees. We got a lot of help and advice from
City  of  Edinburgh  Council’s  Parks
Department  and  21  bare-rooted  Scottish
native varieties  were ordered,  three  each
of different varities including birch, alder,
rowan and oak  and CEC donated  six of
them.

“The  Parks  Department  gave  permission
to plant near the canal towpath in Harrison
Park,  Polwarth,  and  they  delivered  the
trees and dug the holes too! In December
2020, CEC helped install a plaque which

was made by the Grassmarket Project.  

“Since  March  2020,  Sangstream  has
continued with weekly practices via Zoom
with our  new Musical  Director,  Corrina
Hewat. Her predecessor, Robyn Stapleton
decided to pursue other options last June.

“Singing  related  activities  include
discussions  taking  place  to  use  the
recording of Michael Marra’s song “Frida
Kahlo’s  Visit  To  The  Taybridge  Bar”
(arranged by Corrina Hewat) as part of an
online event being organised with Dundee
University’s  Cooper  Gallery  on  25
February  2021.  Also,  the  choir  is  to
record “The Swing", by R L Stevenson’s
poem (arranged by Corrina Hewat) which
will  be  added  to  the  Colinton  Tunnel’s
Mural Project website. 

The choir has recordings on YouTube if you

want  to  hear
them: https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
Cs2slLTyIhCRSSanpYeVqmg.  

(Ed:  Sangstream’s  inaugural  General
Meeting  was  held  on  28  January  1999.
The choir began as an evening class with
the  Adult  Learning  Project  (ALP),  the
pioneering  education  programme  in
Edinburgh,  in  September  1998  but
became independent in January 1999. It is
still  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Scots
Music Group (previously the Scots Music
Organising Group, part  of  ALP) –  MANY
HAPPY RETURNS from EFC).
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Sangstream plaque

Sangstream tree planting

SUN  STEALER!  Completely  irrelevant  but  just  a  cleverly  organised  sequence  by  an  unknown
photographer
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AWARD-WINNING
NORTH-EAST
SONGWRITER
Another  international  award  goes  to
Scottish singer/songwriter Colin Clyne.

C  OLIN  CLYNE   from  Stonehaven  and
now  Aberdeen-based,  was  declared
Winner  in  the  Best  Male  category  and
Overall  Top  Song  Winner  in  the  recent
2020  Blues  &  Roots  Radio/The  Sound
Cafe International Song Contest. 

Colin’s winning song,  Where The Ships
Go To Die,  released in August  last year,
reflects  Colin’s  own love of  the  sea  and
his  experiences  from  working  at  sea.
Seeing  broken  and  old  boats  sitting  on
beaches  and  rocks  along  the  coastline
sparked his creative juices.

Contact Colin via his manager here

GARY  STEWART
SONGWRITER
Gary Stewart writes from Yorkshire to
tell us ...
“I'm  a  singer/songwriter  from  Perth  in
Scotland now living in Yorkshire.  I  have
released three albums to date and have a
fourth recorded and ready for release later
this year.

“My  music  is  best  described  as
folk/singer-songwriter  and  my  main
influences are James Taylor, Paul Simon,
Carole King, Joni Mitchell and other such-

like Troubadours of the 1970's.

“In  addition  to  writing,  recording  and
performing  my  own  music  I  also  play

drums for  a  band called Hope & Social,
bass  in  a  tribute  band  called  Weetwood
Mac  (comprising  ex-Ellen  &  The
Escapades members) and I front a 7-piece
band  that  performs  Paul  Simon's
'Graceland' album in its entirety.

“I  released a first  single,  Leopard,  from
my  forthcoming  album,  Lost,  Now
Found, on Friday 5 February 2021. It has
had  some  modest  radio  play  (Amazing
Radio  and  YO1  Radio  while  Iain
Anderson and Roddy Hart both played the
song on. their BBC Scotland programmes.
The  album  is  available  here  on
Bandcamp.”

(Ed:  contact  Gary  Stewart  by  email  here.
Gary’s Facebook page is here.)
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Andy Irvine’s new double CD now available from http://andyirvine.com/, (own label): Cat AK-9

Colin Clyne

Leopard, Gary Stewart's new album
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OBITUARY  –  WILLIE
HAINES

WILLIE HAINES was  born  in  Dundee
on 28  November  1947.  His  family  were
celebrated  trade  unionists  and  Willie
remained  committed  to  progressive
politics throughout his life.

The young Dundonian with a  good head
for maths  headed to London to make his
way  as  an  accountant.  But  the  call  to  a
different path was getting stronger.

As  a  teenager  Willie  joined  the  local
Tayside  folk  music  band  Barty's  Bow.
London saw him playing concertina in the
Irish  pubs  and  forming the  band  Shegui
with  friends.  Shegui  turned  professional,
toured Europe and put out its first album
in 1981.  But  life  on  the  road  didn't  suit
Willie and he returned to Scotland.

He set up a music shop in Edinburgh with
two partners that specialised in everything
to do with  folk music -  the  famous hub
and meeting place Blackfriars Music. For
Willie  the  shop  was  also  a  base  from
which  to  launch  other  projects  like  the
Scottish  Folk  Directory,  The  Gig  Guide
and  an  events  agency.  During  that  time,
too,  he  met  and  married  a  Californian

living in Edinburgh named Adele.

Willie wanted to give something back to
the Irish  community and in 2011 he and
friend Neil founded Edinburgh’s Festival
of Ireland which has grown from strength
to strength ever since. 

A year after its launch, Willie underwent
treatment  for  nasophyngeal  cancer  and
was cancer free for four years. It returned
twice more yet Willie was able to carry on
with his music and festival for nearly all
of it.

Willie  Haines  slipped  away  at  St.
Columba's  Hospice  in  Edinburgh  in  the
early  hours  of  Wednesday  20  January
2021.

OBITUARY  -  TOM
LAURIE

TOM  LAURIE  OBE who  died  just
before Christmas 2020 is remembered in
this  obituary  by  Neil  Cooper,  which
appeared  in  The  Herald recently.  Tom
was an important figure in the cultural life
of Scotland throughout his life.

LOCKDOWN LISTENING:
EPISODE 1
JIM WELSH writes from sunny Leith …
Stuck  indoors  with  the  rain  turning  to
snow?  There’s  a  limit  to  the  number  of
football matches and old movies you (or
even  I)  can  watch  on  TV.  So,  seeking
solace in music – as I’m sure you are – let
me offer you one or two suggestions for
your next online purchase.

Andy Irvine, Old Dog Long Road Vol 2
(Self  Cat  AK-9 Out  Now)  –  see  advert
also

A  DOUBLE  ALBUM of  lost  gems,
outtakes and live recordings that span the
lengthy  career  of  a  man  who  has  been
there,  done that,  and  done  it  better  than
most.

This is not, as he says in his sleeve notes,
intended as a  new album, some of these
recordings  fall  a  little  short  of  technical
excellence.  Nonetheless,  this  is  a
collection of songs and tunes imbued with
the unmistakable Irvine imprint and makes
for a very rewarding listen.

From Hobo’s Lullaby, recorded on 10th June
1961 in St  John’s  Wood at  the  age  of  18,
taking in Planxty and Mozaik as well as his
solo  career,  and  ending  up  (as  far  as  this
collection is concerned) in Budapest in 2015,
it has indeed been a long road. He makes for
an engaging travelling companion, and - to

/ … continued on page 11
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Willie Haines

Tom Laurie. Picture: David Hamer 
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/ continued from page 10 ...

name but a few stops along the way - he takes
you to a Full Moon Eve concert in Norway in
2005  (Carrowclare),  Brunswick  Town  Hall,
Australia  in  1989  (Douglas  Mawson),
Northampton  MA,  USA  in  1992  (Rude
Awakening) and a variety of venues in Ireland
and the British Isles.

Unable  as  we  are  just  now  to  enjoy  live
performances, this album comes closer for me
to that real experience than an online concert
or  a  DVD  of  one  particular  night,  bringing
together as it does memories of time and place,
in seemingly random order. Sit back, take a sip
from your glass, close your eyes and listen. It’s
the music as you would want to hear it.

Fraser  Bruce,  Every  Song’s  a  Story
(Greentrax CDTRAX413, Out Now)

FRASER’S ASSERTION that  “folk songs
are just stories set to music” is backed up by
the selection on his latest album. In addition
to  five  of  his  own  compositions,  he  has
cherry-picked titles from some of the most
accomplished writers around, and has done
justice to them all.

Among those represented here are Eric Bogle
(Now I’m Easy),  Dougie  Maclean  (Dolina)
John  Watt  (John  Thomson),  and  one  of
England’s finest songwriters, Brenda Heslop
(When Times Are Tough),  the  last  of  these
being well chosen as the album’s opener.

Fraser’s own compositions stand comparison
though. His musing on the aging process Oh
How They All  Grow Older,  his  account  of
how he and his buddy missed being caught

up in the Ibrox disaster due to being delayed
by a session and free beer in the Scotia Bar,
and that other New Year disaster of 1919, the
sinking of the Iolaire have a poignancy and a
feeling for humanity that shines through the
darkness of the material.

It’s always a pleasure to listen to Fraser, and
he’s excellent company too, with many more
stories in his locker. Stories that, indeed may
make for songs on future albums.

FOOTNOTE:
Having run out of time and space, please
let  me  quickly  recommend  these  to  you
before I close:

The Chair, ORKNEY MONSTER
A monster of an album indeed!

Catfish Keith, BLUES AT MIDNIGHT
An  album  of  original  material  from
Indiana’s best-dressed bluesman.

Fergus McCreadie, CAIRN
One  of  Scotland’s  finest  young  jazz
musicians leads his trio on an exquisite
second album

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL
FRINGE  SOCIETY
CHAIR QUITS
THE CHAIR OF EDINBURGH FESTIVAL
SOCIETY’S  BOARD,  Professor  Sir  Tim
O’Shea will step down on 30 March 2021.

Sir  Tim,  who  was  Principal  and  Vice
Chancellor of the University of Edinburgh for
15 years, joined the Fringe Board of Directors
in  2012  and  served  two  full  terms  as  Chair.
Although due to  step down in  2020 Sir  Tim
agreed  to  remain  in  his  role  following  a
unanimous  request  from  the  Board  in  May
2020  due  to  the  exceptional  circumstances
brought about by the coronavirus pandemic.

An open recruitment for a new Chair  is  now
underway,  with  an  emphasis  on  encouraging
applications  from  a  diverse  range  of
backgrounds.  The closing  date  for  completed
applications is 01 March 2021. 

The  Fringe  Society  will  make  an
announcement of the new Chair, for an initial
period of four years, in April 2021.

Shona  McCarthy,  Chief  Executive  of  the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society, said: “In a
period of great  uncertainty,  Sir Tim O’Shea
has been a figure of strength and stability for
the  Fringe  Society,  and  I  am  incredibly
grateful that he agreed to extend his tenure in
the wake of these extraordinary times.

“I’d  like  to  personally  thank  him  for  his
passion,  commitment  and foresight,  and for
his  guidance  during  the  most  difficult  year
the  Fringe  has  faced.  I  know  that  he  will
continue to be a great friend both to me and
the Fringe Society in the future.

“There’s  no  doubt  that  real  challenges  lie
ahead. But I look forward to working with our
new Chair to make sure that the spirit of the
Fringe burns as brightly as ever, and to build a
more  resilient  Fringe  Society  to  support  the
return  of  the  Edinburgh  Fringe  as  the  best
version  of  itself.  We  strongly  encourage
applications  from  a  diverse  range  of
backgrounds  to  ensure  the  Fringe  Society  is
best representing the communities it serves.”

Professor  Sir  Timothy  O’Shea,  Fringe
Society  Chair,  said:  “I  have  enjoyed
serving  as  Chair  of  the  Fringe  Society
Board of Directors,  and I was impressed
by the resilience and energy of the Fringe
team and Board during such a challenging
and extraordinary time we faced in 2020. 

“Much has changed in the last 12 months,
but my belief in the importance of the arts
and the immense value of the Fringe has
never wavered. I know how dedicated the
Fringe  staff  team  are  and  I  know  the
Board is totally committed to ensuring the
Fringe  survives  and  flourishes.  I  wish
them  well  and  I  am  sure  they  will
succeed.”
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Professor  Tim  O'Shea  who  is  stepping  down
from  Chair  of  the  Edinburgh  Festival  Fringe
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CLUES ACROSS  
  1  _______ MacMaster, Canadian fiddler,

has toured with The Chieftains 
amongst others (7)

  3  Colourful phenomenon caused by
sunlight’s internal reflection and 
refraction in water droplets (7)

  6  Substance that makes great pies, and is
good for planting in (3)

  9  Traditional dwelling of nomadic
Mongolians (4)

10  Plastic looking structure in squid -
analogous to a backbone (3)

11  Term encompasing traditional and
novel cultural activites of a people (4)

13  American pop singer, hits such as 'One
Way Ticket (to The Blues)' and 'Oh, 
Carol', ____ Sedaka (4)

15  Female sheep (3)
16  Greentrax boss’s previous profession (5)
17  Traditional 4th wedding anniversary

gift (5)
19  Singlular dice (3)
22  Snare, bodhran, bongo are all types of

this (4)
24  Dancing, music, theatre, writing can

be bundled under this term (4)
25 and 29 Down  Name of street at top of

Leith Walk (3,3)
27  A type of edible mollusk (4)
28  Term describing a long period of time (3)
30  Famous Edinburgh born artist, Henry

_______ (7)
31  Thin hair that transmits vibrations

allowing animals to avoid objects (7)
  
CLUES DOWN  
  1  Major Chinese celebration that occurs

annually in February (3,4)
  2  Native bird of Australia, closely

related to the ostrich (3)
  4  Northern English word meaning

'nothing' (4)
  5  Instrument mastered by Aberdonian

Alex Green even whilst missing two 
fingers! (7)

  6  Glasgow born leader of Dire Straits,
____ Knopfler (4)

  7  Cosy, popular venue in north east
Edinburgh, Leith _____ (5)

  8  Glasgow based folk guitarist and
singer, ____ Butterworth (4)

12  A descriptive word for the action of

throwing something (3)
14  Northern Irish singer and song

collector from County Antrim, ___ 
Graham (3)

16  Bottom of the ocean, river, or where
you lay your head (3)

18  Word used between alternatives 'I
wouldn't choose this ___ that' (3)

19  John Bonham had this rhythmic roll in
Led Zeppelin (7) 

20  French for 'man' - often associated
with perfumes (5)

21  A foot _______' - a high energy beat 
driven tune (7)

23  Blessed are the ____' (4)
24  Gaelic name for Scotland (4)
26  ____ Your Enthusiasm, American 

comedy series (4)
29  See 25 Across

SOLUTIONS  TO  COS
1.16 crossword ...
ACROSS DOWN
  8 SATAY    1 O'ROUKE
  9 GRANT    2 SNOUT
10 DREAM      3 HALLEYS
11 DOYLE      4 ASSAD
13 KEYTAR      5 BASMATI
14 RUNRIG  11 DRUID
15 MUESLI  12 ERROL
18 ORKNEY  16 UKULELE
20 DEVIL  17 OVARIAN
21 LUNGS  19 ELSPETH
23 GNOSS  22 SOUND
24 GLENN  23 GEARS
25 JAM  
26 RANTS  
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MUSIC WAVES
MUSIC ROUTES Jim Welsh broadcasts
on-line on Edinburgh's Radio Summerhall.

BLUES ON THE BAY – NEW – pure
acoustic blues with  Ian  Sands  every
Thursday at 8pm.

TRAVELLING  FOLK Sunday  (7pm)
Bruce  MacGrego  r   presents  BBC  Radio
Scotland's  flagship  two-hour folk
programme.

B  LACK  DIAMOND     107.8  FM  
Midlothian,  Sunday  8pm-9pm  (and
available  24*7).  Brian  Miller  presents
"one of the finest folk music programmes
on radio".

C  LICK  HERE   for  a  long  list  of  folk
music shows on BBC Radio.

F  OLK ALLEY   (USA) is a 24*7 internet
radio  service  produced  by  the
FreshGrass    Foundation   which  went
online  in  September  2003,  streaming  a
unique  blend  of  traditional  folk,  roots,
Americana,  contemporary
singer/songwriters,  indie-folk,  Celtic,
bluegrass, and other world sounds.

BLUES AND ROOTS RADIO based in
Mississauga,  ON,  Canada.  Liz  Franklin
(@lizlipwig) presents 'Folk Garden' every
Tuesday 6pm - 8pm. All the best in folk,
roots and acoustic music. 

ACROSS THE POND  is  hosted by ex-
pat  lad  from  Edinburgh,  Ed  Miller,  on
Sunradio every Sunday 3-4pm UK time  -
straight from Austin, Texas, USA!

P  URE  BEAT  RADIO   from  Aberdeen,
Scotland  is  an  internet  radio  station  that
broadcasts  all  over  the  world  24*7.
Playing a Better Music Mix! You can tune
in  on  your  Smartphone,  Smartspeaker,
Deezer and online.

BOTH  SIDE  S   THE  TWEED   is  a
monthly  podcast  presented  by  Gareth
Patterson  bringing  you  the  very  best  in
folk  &  acoustic  music.  Submissions
welcomed  from  artists  who  would  like
Gareth to play their music. A CD would be
appreciated  but  please remember  it  must
be FOLK.

SOUNDART FOLK  SHOW hosted  by
Steve  B.  The  station  is  situated  in  the
Dartington  manor  estate  near  Totnes  in
Devon and is also available on Mixcloud
(listen again option). The show airs folk in
its many guises  live monthly to  a world-
wide  audience.  There  are  live  sessions
every few weeks with some very special
guests  playing  and  chatting  live  in  the
studio. Read more about the show on their
Facebook page

LIMERICK  CITY  COMMUNITY
RADIO with John O'Regan presenter of
Eclectic Celt and Hav Yez No Homes Ta
Go Ta? 

STREAM  RADIO  STATIONS
AROUND  THE  WORLD  WITH
RADIO GARDEN – eg Edinburgh (242
Radio),  Glasgow (Celtic  Music  Radio),
London  (BBC  Radio  5  Live) …  and
thousands more. Radio Garden is a non-

profit  Dutch  radio  and  digital  research
project developed from 2013 to 2016, by
the  Netherlands  Institute  for  Sound  and
Vision,  the  Transnational  Radio
Knowledge  Platform  and  five  other
European  universities.  It  is  funded  by
HERA.

THE ONLINE FAB FOLK CLUB is a
pre-recorded  on-air  singaround  folk  club
presented  by  Tony  Haynes  in  York.
Anyone is  invited  in.  Video  not  needed,
obviously,  because  this  is  radio,  so  just
record yourself  performing,  say,  three  of
your  favourite  songs or  tunes  and  email
them or use WeTransfer. Obviously they
would have  to  be  close  to  radio  quality,
but don’t get too hung up about that. Try
to avoid background noises such as fridge
motors,  but  a  bit  of  bird  song would be
fine.

C  OPPERPLATE  , promoting Irish music,
present a monthly podcast ... Copperplate
Podcast … 60 minutes of Irish traditional
music  now  accessible  24/7  from  their
roster.

RADIO WIGWAM – NEW - is an online
radio station with a real purpose  (it  says
on  their  FB  page).  It  isn't  about  core
demographics,  approved  playlists  or
hidden agendas - it's  about playing good
quality music and providing a platform for
emerging talent.  They run annual awards,
plus  live  sessions.  The  station  is  a
platform for emerging, unsigned talent.  It
isn't about core demographics, playlists or
hidden agendas - it's  about playing good
quality music & providing an environment
for insightful dialogue. 

GIGS ON-LINE
MAIRI  CAMPBELL is  doing  weekly
(Sundays)  on-line  ‘sessions’  under  the
heading, Campbell’s Ceilidh. Just click on
the link above to sign up in advance and
offer  yourself  for  a  song or a  tune spot.
You’ll find lots of other stuff there as well.

JENNA REID writes:  “Wanna  join  my
youth club?  It’s  FREE!  Every Friday at
6pm for 20 minutes and aimed at P1-P7.
Any instrument with music and chords on-
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screen. For information email   Jenna here  
#tradmusic #youth #fun 

LLANTRISANT  F  C   in  S.  Wales  is
running  a  virtual  Folk  Club  every
Wednesday  at  8:20pm;  music  starts
8:30pm. Tune in her  e  .  

CLAIRE HASTINGS As always, is live
every  Sunday  morning  at  10am  on
Claire's  Music  Club  Facebook page,
aimed at under 5s.”

PAUL  WALKER  &  KAREN
PFEIFFER invite  you  to  their live
streams Afternoon Tea with Paul & Karen
every  Friday  at  4pm  (UK  time)
on their Facebook and  YouTube pages.
45  minutes  of  music,  banter  and  light-
hearted chat.

THE  GOOSE  IS  OUT is  (usually)  a
popular  Friday  weekly  gig  in  South
London.  However,  of  course,  as  is
happening all over the UK they now run
monthly Zoom singarounds on the nights
they  would  normally  have  been  having
their  "real"  singarounds.  Organiser  Sue
Whitehead  says,  “These  online  sessions,
which  are  on  second  Sundays  monthly,
have  been  going  well  (despite  a  few
technical  hitches!).  Obviously  there  isn't
any  geographical  barrier  to  joining  in
we’ve had  singers  from as  far  afield  as
Japan, Scotland and, er, Birmingham  - so
it would be great if you could give them a
plug in COS.” (Ed: job done!) 

“We  send  out  the  Zoom  link  with  full
information  the  day  before  the
singaround.  People  are  asked to  let  us
know  by  the  Friday  before  if  they
would like  us  to  send  them  the  link
(singers and listeners all welcome!).

“People can message us here,   the contact  
form on our     website  .” 

(Ed:  there  are  so  many  on-line  gigs  just
now that this is the merest sample of what
we’ve noticed. If  you want your gig listed
please send us the information).

cyberPRINT
LIVING  TRADITION (UK,  monthly,
print, on-line).  See advert in this issue of

COS. Living Tradition is a major UK and
international  folk  music  magazine
published  in  Scotland  with  a  20  year
history  of  carrying  news,  reviews  and
articles,  with  a  focus  on  the  traditional
folk scene in the UK and Ireland.

THE LIST (Edinburgh HQ but  national;
print,  on-line,)  This  widely  read  and
nationally  distributed  magzine  is  one  to
seek out for gig and cultural  information
in general.

R2   MAGAZINE  
See here for information on subscribing
(UK, bi-monthly) was 'Rock n Reel' back
in  the  1990s,  hit  a  rocky  patch,  but
returned  several  years  ago  as  a  great
commentator,  supporter  and  reviewer  of
the UK music scene in general (see advert
page 5).

BOX AND FIDDLE (UK, monthly) is the
publication of  the National Association of
Accordion  &  Fiddle  Clubs  with  an
estimated home and overseas readership of
6,000+.

MAVERICK (UK,  monthly)  leading
independent country music magazine.

RAMBLES (USA, on-line) a wide range
of reviews of books and albums.

NO DEPRESSION (USA.  Quarterly)  is
an  advert-free,  long-form  journal  about
roots music published by the  FreshGrass
Foundation.  Each issue features  original
in-depth  articles  and  artist  profiles,
original  illustrations,  and  stunning
photography. The original music magazine
began in 1995 and ran through 2008 but
restarted in 2015 and is running yet.  Their
‘fall’ 2020 print edition has now sold out.

FOLKER (Germany,  bi-monthly,  print,
on-line) one of continental Europe's major
folk mags – in fact, probably the leading
mag.  Folker  covers  mostly  European
traditional/folk  music  and  world  music
and is a valuable source on German and
other  European  artists  and  the  festival
scene.  It  also  carries  book,  record  and
cassette  reviews.  (Ed:  Folker’s  publisher is
Michael Kamp who was a Sandy Bell’s Man back in the
1970’s).

ENGLISH  and
WELSH: local folk magazines
UNICORN Bedfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,  Cambridgshire  and
Hertfordshire.

SHIRE  FOLK Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

FOLKNEWS KERNOW Cornwall.

WHAT'S AFOOT Devon.

SAD Folk Somerset and Dorset.

MARDLES East Anglia, Norfolk

FOLK  MONTHLY E.  Midlands,
Derbyshire, Leics, Lincs and Notts.

SOLENT WAVES (Folk  Association  of
South Hampshire) Hampshire, Sussex and
Dorset.

PUDDINGSTONE (Hertfordshire  Folk
Association) Hertfordshire.

AROUND KENT FOLK Kent (and some
of Sussex); e  mail  .

LANCASHIRE WAKES Lancashire.

FOLK  NORTH  WEST (North  West
Federation  of  Folk  Clubs)  Lancashire,
Cumbria,  Greater  Manchester,
Merseyside, North Wales and Cheshire.

LEICESTER  FOLK  DIARY
Leicestershire

FOLKTALK Lincolnshire.

FOLK  LONDON London  &  Home
Counties.

MAD FOLK Merseyside.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  FOLK
ACTIVITIES  ASSOCIATION
Northamptonshire.

SHREDS AND PATCHES Shropshire.

SUSSEX  PIE  AND  EVENTS
SHEET(Sussex Folk Association) Sussex

SUSSEX FOLK GUIDE (NB: Online) 

FOLK SOUTH EAST Surrey

TAPLAS Wales + The Borders & Beyond

FOLKWALES ONLINE MAGAZINE     
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FOLK  MONTHLY West  Midlands:
Worcs,  Warks,  Staffs,  Shropshire,
Herefordshire.

FOLKFAX -  Diary of  events,  news and
gossip. (NB: Online only). 

WILTSHIRE FOLK ARTS Wiltshire.

FOLKLIFE WEST Worcs, Glos and The
West  (Quarterly  Magazine  and  Folk
Directory). 

FOLK  ROUNDABOUT Yorkshire,
North  &  East,  Teesside,  Cleveland,
Northumberland. 

TYKES NEWS (incorporating Stirrings)
Yorkshire, South And West.

MISC INFO
For websites and so on which don’t seem
to fit into any of our other headings

The SESSION …  a  website  with  loads
and loads of info about settings of tunes
along  with  sheet  music  (and  so  much
more!).  And  that’s  not  all  ...  searchable
lists  of  sessions  around  the  world  (eg.
Australia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Portugal  et
al)  plus  events  happening  (online  and,
again, around the world) plus discussions
on a range of musical topics.  That’s some
resource!

REMINDERS …
SANDY BELL’S BAR RESCUE FUND
At the time of writing £4,053 had been
raised towards the target of £15,000. To
contribute  please  visit  the Save Sandy
Bell's Go Fund Me page.

GLASGOW  FIDDLE  WORKSHOP
(GFW) restarted with ZOOM classes back
in September 2020. 

For details  click the link above (face-to-
face  classes  postponed  for  time  being),
Monday Slow Session 
18:45-19:25 Wednesday Warm-up Session

18:45-19:25 #trad #music

The  FRIENDS  OF  THOMAS  MUIR
organisation website lists a lot of activity
showing what the Friends are up to on a
continuing  basis  behind  the  scenes.   To

find  out  more  use  their  contact  details
here.

CEILIDH  DANCING in  Edinburgh  of
course  has  been  put  on  hold  during  the
current  crisis  but  will,  no  doubt  at  all,
restart  when  deemed  safe  to  do  so.
Meanwhile  have  a  look  at  
EDINBURGH CEILIDH CLUB.

PENICUIK  ARTS promotes  and
encourages  the  study,  practice  and
knowledge  of  the  Arts  in  Penicuik  and
surrounding  district.  Contact  them  by
email or phone: 01968 678804.

THE SCOTTISH Storytelling Centre in
Edinburgh's  High  Street  may  be  closed
just  now but  it  is  keeping busy with all
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Scottish Domestic Bliss 2020 Lockdown by  Allan & Rosemary McMillan. Grace
Note Publications. Full of fun,  poems &  pictures (proceeds towards Paddy Bort
Fund).  Available from Amazon,  or  copies  can  be  purchased  direct  from  the
authors (signed optional) £10 + £2 p&p.
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kinds of  streams and on-line stuff.  Click
here to find out what's what.

The  TMSA  (Traditional  Music  and
Song Association) has  a  calendar list  of
upcoming  events  it's  involved  in  on  its
website.

THE TRADITIONAL MUSIC FORUM
(aka TMF)  is  a  key  participant  in  the
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group on
Culture, the Music Education Partnership
Group,  Culture  Counts  and  Heads  of
Instrumental Teaching Scotland (HITS) to
name  but  a  few.  Through  the  website,
newsletter  and  social  media  channels,
TMF  continually  showcases  the  diverse
activities  of  their  wide  membership  and
shares news, events, and information. And
notably,  EFC's  man,  Dave Francis  is  the
TMF Director and Lori Watson, is chair. 

K  AREN  TWEED  ,  accordion  wizard,
composer  and  artist,  has  been  settled  in
Orkney  now for  21/2 years.  During
lockdown she has been teaching accordion
via  Zoom  both  one-to-one  as  well  as
Friday  Zoom  accordion  workshops  –
email   Karen   for details  .

Karen has published her first sketchbook
called:  “Karen  Tweed  -  A    S  ketchbook  
W  ith   L  ove from Orkney  ”.

Karen also runs a weekly Live Slow Tunes
Session (which is free) via her Facebook
page on  Mondays  at  6.30pm  -  all
welcome.

EASTGATE  THEATRE,  Peebles,  is
struggling to keep going just now. They’ve
been posting events on YouTube including
four half-hour “Garden Ceilidh Events”.
These  were  organised  by  members  of
Penicuik FC and 18 acts were videoed in a
beautiful  garden  setting  to  create  90-
minutes of song, music and spoken word
which all showcased an impressive array
of local talent. If you are able to help the
theatre  re-open  by  donating  go  to  their
crowd funding page here or to their own
website here. 

EDINBURGH  FOLK  CLUB’s  new
crowdfunding site  is  here.  Have a look
and  slip  us  a  quid  or  three.  Every  little

helps us get to our target of £5,000 so we
can  continue  to  help  out  our  folk
musicians  who  are  in  need  of  our
assistance. So far, to date, we have raised
£1605 here.  GREAT!!!  And  many
thanks

FESTIVAL ROUND-UP
There  are  so  many  festivals  around
these  islands,  not  to  mention  abroad,
that a better use of the limited space in
the newsletter is to list websites offering
lists of festival. 
B  ritish Arts Festivals Association  
European Forum of Worldwide Music   Festivals  
- Member Festivals
Folk and Roots - UK Festivals

Click here PayPa  l   to donate
to the Paddy Bort Fund.

And  click  here to  go  to
EFC’s YouTube channel.
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BURGLARY ALERT
EDGWARE GUITARS is a musical 
instrument shop in London who 
posted this on Facebook in late 
September: “It is with a very heavy 
heart we report that sadly we were 
broken into last night. The thieves 
got away with 16 guitars. Please can 
we ask everyone to share this post 
far and wide to keep a look out for 
the guitars. If you have any 
information, please contact John 
on 07950 476237 (no questions 
asked!!). Many thanks everyone.” 
Go to their Facebook page here to 
see the images  mentioned. The 
shop address is 25 Station Road, 
Edgware, London HA8 7JE. 

SPREAD THE WORD
This appeared in our last eight 

editions and it still looks like the 
bad guys haven’t been nicked yet 

nor any of the stolen guitars found!
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