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GREENTRAX AT 35
THIRTYFIVE  YEARS! It  just  seems
like  yesterday  that  Inspector  Ian  Green
retired  from  the  Lothians  and  Borders
Police and, barely slowing to remove his
chequered bonnet, went to work creating
Greentrax Recordings.

With a very impressive current catalogue
of  about  450  titles  and  having  released
some 500 albums,  Ian, at 87 years, shows
little sign of stopping what gets him up in
the morning.

When Edinburgh FC began in September

1973  Ian  ended  up  manning  the  merch
table every Wednesday. It was his ‘natural’
position. He had already been doing this at
the Police FC (aka Fuzz Folk). And, then,
like Topsy it ‘just growed’.

And so it went – a stall at Ingliston Market
at the weekend, mail-order from home (the
bedroom  ceiling  bellying  dangerously
with  the  stock  in  the  attic!),  concession
stands at  festivals until  in 1986 – like a
fizzy  drink  being  uncorked  –  Greentrax
burst on to the scene.

In  the  interim  there  had  been  other
diversions  –  Ian  was  a  co-editor  of  oft-
lamented  Sandy  Bell’s  Broadsheet,  the
invaluable Stage Manager with a seat on
the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  Edinburgh
International  Folk  Festival  from  its
inception in 1979 for several years as well
as being a co-founder of the Aal Centre in
1982  which  eventually  became  the
Acoustic Music Centre during the annual
Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

All  the while  in  this parallel  life  Ian was
plotting  and  planning  album releases  and
developing the business.  So much so that,
having retired, he moved out of  his home
base in Edinburgh (the bedroom ceiling was
in really serious danger by now!) to offices
with  a  warehouse  in  Cockenzie,  East
Lothian where the business HQ still is.

Along  the  way  Ian’s  gathered  numerous
accolades – he was an early inductee into
the  Scots  Trad  Awards  Hall  of  Fame,
received  an  honorary  doctorate  from the
then  RSAMD  (Royal  Conservatoire  of

Scotland) and was one of Edinburgh FC’s
first life-members along with his late wife
and constant partner, June.

The album cover illustration above is from a
compilation  released  originally  in  1989  to
showcase early Greentrax acts which went on
to be a best-seller – and rightly so when you
look at the 19 tracks it contains (see here).

Go to PayPal to donate to
the Paddy Bort Fund. And
click here to go to EFC’s
YouTube channel.

See the panel (below) for
the  performers  on  the
video accompanying this
edition of COS.
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HIDDEN DOOR 
FESTIVAL
September 15 to 19 2021
HIDDEN DOOR is an Edinburgh-based arts
organisation  which  aims  to  open  up  urban
spaces  as  a  platform  for  emerging  artists,
musicians,  theatre makers,  performers, film
makers  and  poets.  Through  organising
temporary  events  Hidden  Door  works  to
showcase  new  work  and  create  engaging
environments  for  the  public  to  experience,
explore and discover.

Hidden  Door  has  steadily  grown in  size
and  reputation  since  it  began  in  2014,
when it cleared out the abandoned Market
Street  vaults  to  run a  9-day  arts  festival
focused  on  showcasing  local  creative

talent.  In  2015  the  festival  moved  to  a
hidden  courtyard  behind  Kings’  Stables
Road,  and  returned  there  in  2016,
attracting  over  12,000  visitors  to
experience a wealth of art, poetry, theatre,
film, dance and music.

In 2017 the  festival  breathed new life  into
the old Leith Theatre, attracting rave reviews
and critical praise for its role in resurrecting
“Scotland’s  best  new  live  music  venue”,
winning a Scottish Thistle Award for “Best
Cultural Event or Festival”.

It  returned  there  in  2018  whilst  also
opening  up  the  iconic  State  Cinema
around  the  corner.  Now,  following  a
farewell  weekender  at  Leith  Theatre  in
2019,  organisers  are  now  setting  their
sights on bringing to life the epic Granton
Gasworks, in the shadow of the iconic gas
holder in 2021.
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CARRY ON STREAMIN
Our banner is a  ‘reworking’ of the of the 
Carrying Stream festival which EFC’s late chair, 
Paddy Bort, created shortly after the death of 
Hamish Henderson in 2002.

After Paddy died in February 2017, EFC created 
the Paddy Bort Fund (PBF) to give financial 
assistance to professional folk performers who, 
through no fault of their own, fall on hard times.

No-one contemplated anything like the 
coronavirus. Now we need to replenish PBF 
again and have set a  new target to raise a 

further £10 000.

There are two strands to Carry On Streamin - 
this publication and our YouTube channel where 
you will find, every fortnight, videos donated by 
some of the best folk acts around. 

PLEASE DONATE TO PBF AS BEST YOU CAN, 
USING THE PAYPAL LINKS WE PROVIDE. 
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WHAT  DOES  THE
SCOTTISH CULTURAL
SECTOR DO THAT IS
DISTINCTIVE?
Queen Margaret University Study

This  is  your opportunity to  contribute to
Edinburgh’s Queen Margaret  University's
study  commissioned  by  the  British
Council Scotland and Creative Scotland to
identify  aspects  of  Scotland’s  arts  and
culture sector that stand out in the UK and
internationally.  The objective is to inspire
how we understand the Scottish sector and
share its story internationally. 

The findings of this project will be used to
inform  policy  partners  in  Scotland
including  the  Scottish  Government  and
other  agencies  supporting  the  sector’s
international development. This is the first
original research conducted into arts assets
and attributes in Scotland, so our findings
are  expected  to  make  a  valuable
contribution to how the sector is supported
and celebrated at home.  

Who should take part?
• If  you  are  currently  working  in  or
engaging  with  the  sector  in  Scotland
they’d  like  to  capture  your  insights  and
perspectives.
•

• They also seek international perspectives
from  professionals  and  policymakers
around the world.
•

• To answer the questions you'll need some
direct  experience  of  Scotland’s  arts  and
culture  as  a  practitioner,  policymaker  or
observer  either  in  Scotland  or  from
overseas.

What’s involved
This  survey  consists  mainly  of  open
questions to which you can answer as little
or much as you wish.  Depending on how
much  you  feel  inspired  to  contribute,  it
can  take  around  30-40  minutes  to
complete. 

For more information and to complete the
survey, please follow this link.

Submission deadline: 13 June 2021.

THE EDINBURGH 
INTERNATIONAL 
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL 
Tuesday 25 May to Sunday 6
June 2021

THIS  ANNUAL  festival  kicked  off  last
week on May 25 but, fear not ... it runs all
the way through to Sunday 6 June.4

From the  Digital  Festival  Programme to
the  Festival  Outdoors,  there's  plenty  of
theatre and dance for you and the family
to enjoy and connect with. 

The festival is run by  Imaginate, a small
but very enthusiastic team who bring the
breadth  of  professional  skill  and
experience  necessary  to  manage  a  high-
profile  organisation with a  reputation for
excellence.

• What's  on  at  the  Festival  -  browse  all
shows
• Download   the Festival programme
• Find out how to book tickets

This  year's  hybrid  Festival  consists  of  a
digital programme (available to watch 25
May  -  6  June)  and  a  mostly  outdoor
programme  presented  over  the  Festival's

two  weekends  (29  -  30  May  and  5  -  6
June).

The Digital Programme includes a mixture
of streamed performances which you can
watch at any time during the Festival and
innovative  digital  interactions  presented
live over Zoom (book now).

Family  Encounters  programme  presents
FREE  innovative  performances  and
activities mostly outdoor. Events will take
place  in  the  stunning  Royal  Botanic
Garden (book from 20 May), as well as in
site-specific venues (book now). 

Noel  Jordan (pic  above) is  the  Festival
Director.  Noel  joined  Imaginate  in
October 2015 from Australia where he had
worked in Theatre for Children and Young
People  for  almost  30  years  gaining
extensive  experience  as  a  producer,
director, actor-devisor and drama educator.
Working  as  a  Drama  Lecturer  in  Arts
Education at the University of Melbourne
he  also  completed  his  Masters  in
Education.  As a producer Noel worked at
Sydney Opera House where he curated the
House:ed  and  Kids  at  the  House  annual
youth  programs (2004-2010 and in 2011
as a guest curator). He was previously an
Executive  Committee  Member  of
ASSITEJ from 2008-2014.
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EDINBURGH
INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL
August 4 to 29 2021
THE  EIF PROGRAMME is  published
today.  Amongst  a  wide  ranging  and
socially  distanced  series  of  events  you’ll
find traditional music in concerts in three
open-air  (but  covered)  venues  at
Edinburgh University’s Old College Quad,
Edinburgh  Park  (a  wee  tram-ride  to  the
west  of  the  city  centre)  and  Edinburgh
Academy Junior School in the New Town.

What’s the folk programme look like? The
festival  is  continuing  a  move  towards
broadening  the  appeal  of  the  festival  by
including  non-classical  work  (whatever
that  means  or  suggests).  So,  alongside
Nicola  Benedetti,  The  BBC  Scottish
Symphony  Orchestra,  The  London
Symphony Orchestra  (Simon Rattle)  and
The  Sehetmair  Quartet  (for  example)

you’ll  find  this  line-up  of  well-known
folkie faces.

Curated  by  Lau’s  Aidan  O’Rourke  is  a
series  of  three  different  shows  called  A
Great  Disordered  Heart     (Aug  13-15).
Here you will find well-known (and some
less  so)  singers  and  musicians  from
Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  series  is
presented in association with the  National
Concert  Hall  of  Ireland  and  Edinburgh’s
Soundhouse Organisation.

Then there’s  Duncan Chisholm (Aug 7),
Daimh (Aug 7), Kathryn Joseph (Aug 8),
Rura  (Aug 9), Tide Lines  (Aug 9), Talisk
(Aug  10),  Kinnaris  Quintet  (Aug  12),
Breabach  (Aug  16),  Ballaké  Sissoko
(kora)  and  Vincent  Ségal  (cello)  –  from
West  Africa  (Aug  17),  Fara  (Aug  18),
Jenna  Reid,  Harris  Playfair  with  Mr
McFall’s  Chamber  (Aug  19),  Karine
Polwart  (Aug  22),  Siobhan  Miller  (Aug
22), The Unthanks (Aug 22).

The  Living  Archive (Aug  8)  features
song,  music  and  dance  inspired  by
material from the  70 years of the  School

of  Scottish  Studies  archive  and  is
presented  by  Kirsty  Law (Scots  Song),
Mary  Macmaster (Clarsach,  Electro-
Harp),  Mike Vass (Fiddle,  Tenor Guitar)
and Sophie Stephenson (Dance).

Another  show  celebrating  the  School  of
Scottish Studies and its archives is entitled
A  Folk  Song  Sharing (Aug  8). This
features  Josie Duncan (Scots, Gaelic and
original song),  Arthur Cormack (Gaelic
song)  and  Edinburgh  FC’s  very  own
Nancy Nicolson (Scots Song and Story).

Start  saving  now  though!  Tickets  aren’t
cheap although some would say it’s about
time  folk  performers  were able  to
command EIF-type ticket prices. Typically
the shows listed here are £26 a ticket. This
writer  reckons that  day  is  some way off
yet!

Let’s reserve judgment though. It’s not the
first time EIF has include traditional music
in  its  programme  so  they  have  a  track
record at these prices.
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NEWS FROM
THE NATIONAL
PIPING CENTRE

OUR CROWDFUNDER CAMPAIGN!
The  crowdfunding  campaign,  which  has
been  raising  money  to  support  the
digitisation of the Piping Times and Piping
Today  magazines,  as  well  as  the  newly
added International Piper, and the print of
a  first  new  Piping  Times  Annual,  has
reached its new stretch target of £33,500!
We are therefor  closing our crowdfunder
so we can get working on the new archive
and publication projects!

Thank  you  so  much  to  everyone  who
donated, we are incredibly grateful for
your support of our campaign. 
 

BOOK YOUR SUMMER INTENSIVE
COURSE!
Our  week-long,  online  intensive  courses
develop  your  playing  in  a  one-to-one
setting. Our teachers will work with you to
shape the week of teaching to the specific
areas  you want  to  improve on and  learn
more  about.  These  great  courses  are
available with 1, 2 or 3 one-to-one lessons
per day over Monday to Friday, at a week
of your choice.  Book Now

SUMMER  ONLINE  GATHERING  -
TEACHING LINE UP ANNOUNCED!
Join  us  from  26th  -  29th  July  for  a
fantastic  four  days  of  piping  with

masterclasses,  workshops,  one-to-one
lessons,  group  lessons  and  more  at  our
Summer  Adult  Online  Gathering.  Our
teaching line up has just been confirmed

for  this  school.  We have Wilson Brown,
Connor  Sinclair,  Margaret  Dunn,  Dr
Andrew  Bova,  John  Mulhearn,  Ailis
Sutherland and Dan Nevan - a world class
line  up  of  Gold  Medallists,  Silver
Medallists,  composing  and  recording
artists, and a Dr of Piping! It  is £180 for
the  four days,  with  two  timezones  of
teaching  available.  So  get  piping  this
summer by enrolling today! Book Now

LOOKING  FOR  YOUR  NEXT
CHALLENGE?
Take a look at  our new HND Take your
piping further over the next two years by
applying  for  our  first  ever  HND Music-
Piping course. This is a 2 year course for
further  education  which  will  begin  6th
September 2021, subject to SQA approval.
A  pply online over at our website now  . 
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Andy Irvine’s new double CD now available from http://andyirvine.com/, (own label): Cat AK-9

Summer Online Teaching Line-up
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EUROPEAN  FOLK
NETWORK
Spring Forward #3 Online Meeting
Book your place now!

EFN  SPRING Forward  #3 on
Wednesday  9  June  2021 is  open  for
bookings  now.   Following  from  and
drawing  on  the  ideas,  discussions  and
presentations of Spring Forward #2 in late
April 2021, this meeting will focus on …
An  EFN  Manifesto  and  Three  Year
Strategic Plan.   

Book your  place  for  Spring  Forward  #3
HERE and  take  this  opportunity  with
other  EFN Members from across Europe
to be part  of  building EFN's  profile  and
future progress.

In advance of 9 June EFN members will
be  mailed  with  a  draft  of  the  proposed.
Manifesto and an outline of a 3 Year Plan
in readiness for discussion at the meeting.
Members’ contributions  are  vital  to  our
democratic network!

And  don't  forget  -  participation  in  each
Spring Forward meeting is FREE for EFN
Members.  Non-members  are  asked  for  a
small pay-what-you-can donation.  

Looking back on Spring Forward #2
Over 60 EFN Members joined the online
Spring Forward #2 on Saturday 24 April,
when the meeting focussed on the theme:
EFN Tomorrow:  Who We Want To Be
and Where We Want To Go. 

Members  heard  from  six  highly
informative  and  experienced  speakers
from across Europe.  Alistair Anderson -
musician, organiser and educator - opened
the meeting with an inspirational keynote
speech, setting the tone and spirit for the
meeting's  exploration  of  why  our
traditional  arts  are  important  and  what
EFN  can  do  to  support  them.  Read
Alistair's speech in full HERE.

EFN  Members  Linda  Dyrnes,  Alban
Cogrel  and  Julien  Regi  presented
information  on  their  national
organisations,  offering  encouraging
examples  of  how  successful  traditional
arts networks grow and operate.  

Serbia's  Svetlana  Spajic  and  Poland's
Janusz  Prusinowski  spoke  with  passion
and eloquence about their work promoting
and sustaining traditional dance and music
in their own communities.  Video excerpts
from their speeches will be posted on the
EFN website soon.  

In  the  second  half  of  the  meeting,  EFN
Members and the speakers participated in
group  discussions.  Each  group  produced
ideas  and  suggestions,  which  were
transcribed  and  will  form the  basis  of  a
draft Manifesto and 3 Year Strategic Plan
for  EFN,  which  will  be  presented  and
discussed at Spring Forward #3 on 9 June.

S  COTTISH  
STORYTELLING
CENTRE   AT 15!  

It was our Birthday yesterday, Tuesday
2  June!  We  celebrated  15  years  of
storytelling  and  traditional  arts  at  the
Scottish  Storytelling  Centre  here  in
Edinburgh’s old High Street.

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  bought  a
ticket  to  a  show,  performed  on  stage,

showcased  artwork,  held  an  event,  had
something yummy in our Café, or bought
a book in our Bookshop, we couldn't have
done it without you!

We're  also  delighted  to  say  that  as  of
today,  we'll  be  open for  7  days a  week,
Monday to Sunday 10am-6pm (note that
our Café will be closed on Wednesday 3
June).

Missed  an  event?  Check  out  our  list  of
Crowdcast  past  events and  watch  them
on demand, whenever you feel like it.

Keep in touch with us on our social media
channels for the latest updates and more:

Facebook: @ScottishStorytellingCentre
Twitter: @ScotStoryCentre
Instagram: @scottishstorytellingcentre

GIES  A  SCOTS
PHRASE DAY 2021

FRIDAY 4 JUNE 2021 is ‘Gies A Scots
Phrase  Day’,  an  we need  ye aa  tae  tak
pairt!

/ … continued on page 9
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15  years  ago  at  the  opening  of  the  Scottish
Storytelling Centre
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/continued from page 8 ...

It’s no haurd tae dae. Jist mak a wee video
or  audio  o  yersel  saying  yer  favourite
Scots phrase an pit it up on social media
yaisin the hashtag #giesascotsphraseday. 

It micht be a sayin or turn o phrase ye ken
fae yer ain faimily, or a bittie fae ae o the
braw Scots  leid  buiks.  Itchy  Coo  bairns
buiks are a guid exaumple!

Of  coorse  thirs  ay  the  poems  o  Robert
Burns,  stappit  fu  wi  weel  kent  Scots
phrases,  or  ye  cuid  hae  thochts  on
somethin fae the wirks o oor ither Scots
makars. Onythin that taks yer fancy!

It ettles tae be a day o guid fun wi a wheen
o braw Scots wirds an phrases takin thair
richtfu place centre stage promotin the leid
wi a day o thair ain.

Luikin  forrit  tae  seein  an  hearin  yer
contributions #giesascotsphraseday.

FIRST DIRECTORY 
OF TRADITIONAL 
MUSICIANS IN 
SCOTLAND
The  Traditional  Music  Forum  (TMF)
and  TRACS  (Traditional  Arts  and
Culture  Scotland) proudly  present
Scotland  Online:  A  Directory  of
Musicians, the only comprehensive online
resource of its kind, promoting traditional
musicians  working  and  recording  in
Scotland.

To celebrate  the  launch of  the  directory,
TMF invited three bands to showcase their
talent  during a pre-recorded performance
and  live  Q&A,  as  part  of  this  year’s
Edinburgh Tradfest at the begiining of last
month on Crowdcast.

The  new  website  supports  Scottish
performers  by  providing  a  directory
profile, which signposts where their music
is  available  to  buy  and  listen  to,  whilst
helping users to navigate and find artists’
websites,  Bandcamp,  Spotify,  and  Apple
Music pages. 

/ … continued on page 10
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It  is  an  ever-expanding  resource  which
allows  people  to  browse,  enjoy  and
discover new music along the way.

Lori  Watson,  Chair  of  the  Traditional
Music  Forum,  said,  “The  Traditional
Music  Forum  is  delighted  to  offer  this
support  to  musicians  to  get  their  music
heard,  especially  in  the  light  of  the
miserable year we've just had. We hope it
will  lead  to  people  investigating  new
artists and finding new music to listen to.”

Any  recorded  trad  musicians  based  in
Scotland who have not been listed on the
directory  page  once  it  has  launched,  are
encouraged  to  check  the  listing  criteria
and get in touch via the ‘Contact Us’ form
on the website.

Scotland  Online:  A  Directory  of
Musicians  has  been  live  for  almost  a
month now. 

English Folk Expo have begun presenting
a series of 90-minute virtual showcases for
music  industry  representatives  with  the
first  taking  place  happening  on
Wednesday 26 May 2021.

Over 90 minutes, there will be four short
sets  from  showcasing  artists.  These  sets
were  recorded  live  either  as  part  of  our
ongoing hybrid gig programme or through
our  Artist  Mentoring  Programme
recording  sessions.  They  feature
interviews and full live recorded tracks.

The remaining Virtual Showcases are:
Wednesday 30 June
The Shackleton Trio, Lady Maisery, Ezio,
Lady Nade
Wednesday 28 July
The  Hut  People,  The  Rheingans  Sisters,
Jon Boden & The Remnant Strings, Katy
Rose Bennett
Wednesday 25 August
Sam  Sweeney,  Kathryn  Roberts  &  Sean
Lakeman, Sounds of the Sirens, ETHR
Wednesday 29 September

Holy  Moly  &  The  Crackers,  Leveret,
Katie  Doherty  & The Navigators,  Hollie
Rogers

You can register for all of these sessions
HERE:
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CLUES ACROSS 
  2 The action of manipulating bread (5)
  4 Jig, reel, waltz and Strathspey are all

types of this energetic activity (5)
  7 Who you would find in a convent (3)
  9 Irish name meaning 'handsome' (5)
11 Golden liquid that is the result of the

hard graft of the wee bee (5)
14 Very pale faced, often in response to a

fright (5)
15 Bar associated with the Calidonian

Brewery, The _____ Sample Room (5)
17 Edinburgh theatre near Tollcross (5)
19 How many arms does an octopus have? (5)
22 Common household cleaning product (3)
24 Song sung during the festive season (5)
25 Current US President (5)
 
CLUES DOWN 
  1 Fantasic guitarist, singer, and

songwriter and political voice, ___
Gaughan (4)

  2 The capital city of Ukraine (4)
  3 Where a fox sleeps or you are safe in a

game of tig (3)
  4 American Pie' creator, ___ McLean (3)
  5 Major botanical research and

conservation  centre  in  Cornwall,  The
____ Project (4)

  6 Bob Dylan hit, 'Lay ____ Lay' (4)
  8 Scottish arcipelago, home to Flora

MacDonald (4)
10 Artic ocean mammal with a long sword

like tusk feature on head (9)
11 Important food producing plant, found

thoughout UK, particularly for red
squirrels and Nutella makers! (5,4)

12 _____ Is The Colour Of My True
Love’s  Hair'  traditional  Scottish  folk
ballad (5)

13 Russian developed accordion (5)
16 Runny cows milk cheese from France (4)
17 One nautical mile per hour (4)
18 Slang for a drugs agent in America (4)
20 Equivalent word for valley in Scotland (4)
21 ____ Turner, singer of 'You're Simply

The Best' (4)
22 ___Mac Ferries, (occasional!!) major

transportation for islands of Scotland (3)
23 To lie or tell porkies (3)

COS 1.24 CROSSWORD
SOLUTIONS …
ACROSS     DOWN
  1 BOTHY    1 BERTIE
  3 EJECT    2 HANGNAIL
  6 FUR    4 JOAN
  7 URN    5 THURSO
  9 GOVAN    6 FIONA
10 BONOBO    8 NUALA
11 WELCOME 12 EVIDENCE

IN 
15 GRAEME   13 ROYAL
17 NURSE   14 BILLY
18 LIN   15 GANNET
19 SOY   16 HUDSON
20 TEMPO   17 NEEP
21 KEVIN  

MUSIC WAVES
MUSIC ROUTES Jim Welsh broadcasts
on-line on Edinburgh's Radio Summerhall.

TRAVELLING  FOLK Sunday  (7pm)
Bruce  MacGrego  r   presents  BBC  Radio
Scotland's  flagship  two-hour folk
programme.

THE LISTENI  NG   STATION     – NEW – 
no  chat,  non-stop  music  from  Loudon
Temple over in Kilbarchan by Paisley who
writes,  “The  Listening  Station  is  different
from  anything  else  you  will  find  online,  its
library  assembled  over  many  years  by  an
enthusiast with very eclectic musical taste, the
best of it gathered all together in one place to
be shared with others.” Applause say us! :)

B  LACK  DIAMOND     107.8  FM  
Midlothian,  Sunday  8pm-9pm  (and
available  24*7).  Brian  Miller  presents
"one of the finest folk music programmes
on radio".
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BLUES  ON  THE  BAY pure  acoustic
blues with  Ian  Sands  every  Thursday  at
8pm.

C  LICK  HERE   for  a  long  list  of  folk
music shows on BBC Radio.

F  OLK ALLEY   (USA) is a 24*7 internet
radio  service  produced  by  the
FreshGrass    Foundation   which  went
online  in  September  2003,  streaming  a
unique  blend  of  traditional  folk,  roots,
Americana,  contemporary
singer/songwriters,  indie-folk,  Celtic,
bluegrass, and other world sounds.

BLUES AND ROOTS RADIO based in
Mississauga,  ON,  Canada.  Liz  Franklin
(@lizlipwig) presents 'Folk Garden' every
Tuesday 6pm - 8pm. All the best in folk,
roots and acoustic music. 

ACROSS THE POND  is  hosted by ex-
pat  lad  from  Edinburgh,  Ed  Miller,  on
Sunradio every Sunday 3-4pm UK time  -
straight from Austin, Texas, USA!

P  URE  BEAT  RADIO   from  Aberdeen,
Scotland  is  an  internet  radio  station  that
broadcasts  all  over  the  world  24*7.
Playing a Better Music Mix! You can tune
in  on  your  Smartphone,  Smartspeaker,
Deezer and online.

CELTIC MUSIC RADIO (95FM) -  or click
on the image below – is Glasgow-based, run
by music-loving volunteers and a community
station broadcasting 24x7 to the world.

BOTH  SIDE  S   THE  TWEED   is  a
monthly  podcast  presented  by  Gareth
Patterson  bringing  you  the  very  best  in
folk  &  acoustic  music.  Submissions
welcomed  from  artists  who  would  like
Gareth to play their music. A CD would be
appreciated but  please  remember it  must
be FOLK.

SOUNDART FOLK  SHOW hosted  by
Steve  B.  The  station  is  situated  in  the
Dartington  manor  estate  near  Totnes  in
Devon and is also available on Mixcloud
(listen again option). The show airs folk in
its many guises  live monthly to  a world-
wide  audience.  There  are  live  sessions
every few weeks with some very special
guests  playing  and  chatting  live  in  the
studio. Read more about the show on their

Facebook page

LIMERICK  CITY  COMMUNITY
RADIO with John O'Regan presenter of
Eclectic Celt and Hav Yez No Homes Ta
Go Ta? 

STREAM  RADIO  STATIONS
AROUND  THE  WORLD  WITH
RADIO GARDEN – eg Edinburgh (242
Radio),  Glasgow (Celtic  Music Radio),
London  (BBC  Radio  5  Live) …  and
thousands more. Radio Garden is a non-
profit  Dutch  radio  and  digital  research
project developed from 2013 to 2016, by
the  Netherlands  Institute  for  Sound  and
Vision,  the  Transnational  Radio
Knowledge  Platform  and  five  other
European  universities.  It  is  funded  by
HERA.

THE ONLINE FAB FOLK CLUB is a
pre-recorded  on-air  singaround  folk  club
presented  by  Tony  Haynes  in  York.
Anyone  is  invited  in.  Video  not  needed,
obviously,  because  this  is  radio,  so  just
record  yourself  performing,  say,  three of
your  favourite  songs  or  tunes  and  email
them or use  WeTransfer.  Obviously they
would  have  to  be  close  to  radio  quality,
but don’t get too hung up about that. Try
to avoid background noises such as fridge
motors,  but  a  bit  of  bird song would be
fine.

C  OPPERPLATE  , promoting Irish music,
present a monthly podcast ... Copperplate
Podcast … 60 minutes of Irish traditional
music  now  accessible  24/7  from  their
roster.

R  ADIO  WIGWAM   is  an  online  radio
station with a real purpose (it says on their
FB  page).  It  isn't  about  core
demographics,  approved  playlists  or
hidden agendas - it's  about  playing good
quality music and providing a platform for
emerging talent.  They run annual awards,
plus  live  sessions.  The  station  is  a
platform for emerging, unsigned talent.  It
isn't about core demographics, playlists or
hidden agendas - it's  about  playing good
quality music & providing an environment
for insightful dialogue. 

RADIO KAOS ITALY – NEW – based in
Rome and founded in 2009,  is a "creative

container"  every  day  offering self-
produced programmes, interviews, culture
and  lots  of  music,  allowing  people,
associations,  groups  to  be  able  to  talk
freely. RK Facebook. Contact email.

GIGS ON-LINE
MAIRI  CAMPBELL is  doing  weekly
(Sundays)  on-line  ‘sessions’  under  the
heading,  Campbell’s  Ceilidh.  Just  click  on
the  link  above  to  sign  up  in  advance  and
offer  yourself  for  a  song  or  a  tune  spot.
You’ll find lots of other stuff there as well.

JENNA  REID writes:  “Wanna  join  my
youth  club?   It’s  FREE!  Every  Friday  at
6pm for 20 minutes and aimed at P1-P7. Any
instrument with music and chords on-screen.
For  information  email   Jenna  here  
#tradmusic #youth #fun 

LLANTRISANT F  C   in S. Wales is running
a  virtual  Folk  Club  every  Wednesday  at
8:20pm; music starts 8:30pm. Tune in her  e  .

CLAIRE  HASTINGS As  always,  is  live
every Sunday morning at 10am on  Claire's
Music Club Facebook page, aimed at under
5s.”

PAUL WALKER & KAREN    PFEIFFER  
invite  you  to  their live  streams  Afternoon
Tea with Paul & Karen every Friday at 4pm
(UK time) on their Facebook and  YouTube
pages. 45 minutes of music, banter and light-
hearted chat.

THE  GOOSE  IS  OUT is  (usually)  a
popular Friday weekly gig in South London.
However, of course, as is happening all over
the  UK  they  now  run  monthly  Zoom
singarounds  on  the nights  they  would
normally  have  been  having  their  "real"
singarounds. Organiser Sue Whitehead says,
“These online sessions, which are on second
Sundays  monthly,  have  been  going  well
(despite a few technical hitches!). Obviously
there isn't any geographical barrier to joining
in we’ve had singers  from as  far  afield as
Japan, Scotland and, er, Birmingham  - so it
would be great if you could give them a plug
in COS.” (Ed: job done!) 

“We  send  out  the  Zoom  link  with  full
information  the day before the singaround.
People  are  asked to  let  us  know  by  the
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Friday before if  they would like us to send
them  the  link  (singers  and  listeners  all
welcome!).

“People  can message  us  here,    the  contact  
form on our     website  .” 

(Ed:  there  are  so  many  on-line  gigs  just
now that this is the merest sample of what
we’ve noticed.  If  you want your gig listed
please send us the information).

cyberPRINT
LIVING  TRADITION (UK,  monthly,
print, on-line).  See advert in this issue of
COS. Living Tradition is a major UK and
international  folk  music  magazine
published  in  Scotland  with  a  20  year
history  of  carrying  news,  reviews  and
articles,  with  a  focus  on  the  traditional
folk scene in the UK and Ireland.

THE LIST (Edinburgh HQ but  national;
print,  on-line,)  This  widely  read  and
nationally  distributed  magzine  is  one  to
seek out for gig and cultural information
in general.

R2   MAGAZINE  
See here for information on subscribing
(UK, bi-monthly) was 'Rock n Reel' back
in  the  1990s,  hit  a  rocky  patch,  but
returned  several  years  ago  as  a  great
commentator,  supporter  and  reviewer  of
the UK music scene in general (see advert
page 5).

BOX AND FIDDLE (UK, monthly)  is  the
publication  of   the  National  Association  of

Accordion & Fiddle Clubs with an estimated
home and overseas readership of 6,000+.

MAVERICK (UK,  monthly)  leading
independent country music magazine.

RAMBLES (USA, on-line) a wide range
of reviews of books and albums.

NO DEPRESSION (USA.  Quarterly)  is
an  advert-free,  long-form  journal  about
roots music published by the  FreshGrass
Foundation.  Each issue features original
in-depth  articles  and  artist  profiles,
original  illustrations,  and  stunning
photography.  The  magazine  ran  1995  to
2008, restarted in 2015 and is running yet.

FOLKER (Germany,  bi-monthly,  print,  on-

line) one of continental Europe's major folk
mags  –  in  fact,  probably  the  leading  mag.
Folker  covers  mostly  European
traditional/folk music and world music and is
a  valuable  source  on  German  and  other
European artists and the festival scene. It also
carries  book,  record  and  cassette  reviews.
(Ed: Folker’s publisher is Michael Kamp who

was a Sandy Bell’s Man back in the 1970’s).

ENGLISH  and
WELSH: local folk magazines
UNICORN Bedfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,  Cambridgshire  and
Hertfordshire.

SHIRE  FOLK Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

FOLKNEWS KERNOW Cornwall.

WHAT'S AFOOT Devon.

SAD Folk Somerset and Dorset.

MARDLES East Anglia, Norfolk

FOLK  MONTHLY E.  Midlands,
Derbyshire, Leics, Lincs and Notts.

SOLENT WAVES (Folk  Association  of
South Hampshire) Hampshire, Sussex and
Dorset.

PUDDINGSTONE (Hertfordshire  Folk
Association) Hertfordshire.

AROUND KENT FOLK Kent (and some
of Sussex); e  mail  .

LANCASHIRE WAKES Lancashire.

FOLK  NORTH  WEST (North  West
Federation  of  Folk  Clubs)  Lancashire,
Cumbria,  Greater  Manchester,
Merseyside, North Wales and Cheshire.

LEICESTER  FOLK  DIARY
Leicestershire

FOLKTALK Lincolnshire.

FOLK  LONDON London  &  Home
Counties.

MAD FOLK Merseyside.
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http://www.rock-n-reel.co.uk/
https://www.list.co.uk/
http://www.livingtradition.co.uk/
mailto:jb@stoneyport.uk
http://thegooseisout.com/contact-us/
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  FOLK
ACTIVITIES  ASSOCIATION
Northamptonshire.

SHREDS AND PATCHES Shropshire.

SUSSEX  PIE  AND  EVENTS
SHEET(Sussex Folk Association) Sussex

SUSSEX FOLK GUIDE (NB: Online) 

FOLK SOUTH EAST Surrey

TAPLAS Wales + The Borders & Beyond

FOLKWALES ONLINE MAGAZINE     

FOLK  MONTHLY West  Midlands:
Worcs,  Warks,  Staffs,  Shropshire,
Herefordshire.

FOLKFAX -  Diary of  events,  news and
gossip. (NB: Online only). 

WILTSHIRE FOLK ARTS Wiltshire.

FOLKLIFE WEST Worcs, Glos and The
West  (Quarterly  Magazine  and  Folk
Directory). 

FOLK  ROUNDABOUT Yorkshire,
North  &  East,  Teesside,  Cleveland,
Northumberland. 

TYKES NEWS (incorporating Stirrings)
Yorkshire, South And West.

MISC INFO
For websites and so on which don’t seem
to fit into any of our other headings

The SESSION … a website with loads and
loads of  info about settings of  tunes along
with sheet music (and so much more!). And
that’s  not all  ...  searchable lists  of sessions
around  the  world  (eg.  Australia,  Sweden,
Denmark,  Portugal  et  al)  plus  events
happening  (online  and,  again,  around  the
world)  plus  discussions  on  a  range  of
musical topics. That’s some resource!

REMINDERS …
SANDY BELL’S BAR RESCUE FUND
At the time of writing £4,253 had been
raised towards the target of £15,000. To
contribute please visit Save Sandy Bell's
Go Fund Me.

GLASGOW  FIDDLE  WORKSHOP
(GFW) restarted with ZOOM classes back
in September 2020. 

Click the link above (face-to-face classes
postponed for time being), Monday Slow
Session 18:45-19:25 Wednesday Warm-up
Session 18:45-19:25 #trad #music

The  FRIENDS  OF  THOMAS  MUIR
organisation website lists a lot of activity
showing what the Friends are up to on a
continuing basis behind the scenes.  Find
out more with their contact details here.
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Scottish Domestic Bliss 2020 Lockdown by Allan & Rosemary McMillan. Grace
Note Publications. Full of fun,  poems &  pictures (proceeds towards Paddy Bort
Fund).  Available from Amazon,  or  copies  can  be  purchased  direct  from  the
authors (signed optional) £10 + £2 p&p.

http://efc1973.com/home
http://thomasmuir.co.uk/contact.html
http://thomasmuir.co.uk/friendsofthomasmuir.html
https://gfw.scot/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/y32az-save-sandy-bells
https://www.gofundme.com/f/y32az-save-sandy-bells
https://thesession.org/
http://www.tykesnews.org.uk/
http://northumbriafolk.org.uk/roundabout.html
http://www.folklife-west.co.uk/%20folkdirectory.folklife-west.org.uk/
http://www.wiltshirefolkarts.org.uk/
http://www.folkfax.net/
http://www.folkmonthly.org.uk/
http://www.folkwales.org.uk/Magazine/
http://www.taplas.co.uk/
http://www.folksoutheast.co.uk/
http://whatson.brighton.co.uk/folk/
http://susfa.interfolk.co.uk/susfa/sussexpie.htm
http://susfa.interfolk.co.uk/susfa/sussexpie.htm
http://www.shredsandpatches.org.uk/
http://northantsfolk.weebly.com/
http://northantsfolk.weebly.com/
mailto:allanmcmillan23@gmail.com
mailto:allanmcmillan23@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1913162117/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_4ZjxFbMBV563K
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
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The Rockfield Centre - the Heart of a Creative Community 

AN EXCITING NEW VENUE AND PROMOTER IN OBAN 

The Rockfield Centre is a completely renovated and 
repurposed former Victorian primary school building right 
in the heart of Oban, which we hope will become a 
dynamic, multi-strand cultural and community hub 
working across Arts, Heritage, Education and Wellbeing.  
There’s a gallery, an art studio, a rehearsal space, a large 
canteen and a studio-sized performance space with a 
projected audience capacity of around 80. We plan to 
have a great programme of theatre, music and dance, 
visual arts exhibitions, workshops and other events.  

Reg Charity SC045503 

Community Benefit Society (7712) 

Registered with the Financial Conduct 
Authority 

www.therockfieldcentre.org.uk 

Please like us on Facebook 

and follow us on Twitter and Instagram 

http://efc1973.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
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CEILIDH  DANCING in  Edinburgh  of
course  has  been  put  on  hold  during  the
current  crisis  but  will,  no  doubt  at  all,
restart  when  deemed  safe  to  do  so.
Meanwhile  have  a  look  at  
EDINBURGH CEILIDH CLUB.

PENICUIK  ARTS promotes  and
encourages  the  study,  practice  and
knowledge  of  the  Arts  in  Penicuik  and
surrounding  district.  Contact  them  by
email or phone: 01968 678804.

The  TMSA  (Traditional  Music  and
Song Association) has  a  calendar  list  of
upcoming  events  it's  involved  in  on  its
website.

THE TRADITIONAL MUSIC FORUM
(aka TMF)  is  a  key  participant  in  the
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group on
Culture, the Music Education Partnership
Group,  Culture  Counts  and  Heads  of
Instrumental Teaching Scotland (HITS) to
name  but  a  few.  Through  the  website,
newsletter  and  social  media  channels,
TMF  continually  showcases  the  diverse
activities  of  their  wide  membership  and
shares  news,  events,  and  information.
Notably, EFC's man, Dave Francis is the
TMF Director and Lori Watson, is Chair. 

K  AREN  TWEED  ,  accordion  wizard,
composer  and  artist,  has  been  settled  in
Orkney  now for  31/2 years.  During
lockdown she has been teaching accordion
via  Zoom  both  one-to-one  as  well  as
Friday  Zoom  accordion  workshops  –
email   Karen   for details  .

Karen has published her first sketchbook
called:  “Karen  Tweed  -  A    S  ketchbook  
W  ith   L  ove from Orkney  ”.

Karen  runs  a  weekly  Live  Slow  Tunes
Session (free) via  her Facebook page on
Mondays (6.30pm); all welcome.

EASTGATE  THEATRE,  Peebles,  is
struggling to keep going just now. They’ve
been posting events on YouTube including
four half-hour “Garden Ceilidh Events”.
These  were  organised  by  members  of
Penicuik FC and 18 acts were videoed in
a  beautiful  garden  setting  creating 90-
minutes of song, music and spoken word
showcasing an impressive array of talent.

If you are able to help the theatre re-open
by  donating  go  to  their  crowd  funding
page here or to their own   website here  . 

EDINBURGH  FOLK  CLUB’s
crowdfunding site  is  here.  Have a look
and  slip  us  a  quid  or  three.  Every  little
helps us get to our target of £5,000 so we
can  continue  to  help  our  folk  musicians
who are in need of our assistance. So far,
to  date,  we  have  raised  £2195 here.
GREAT!! And many thanks!!

FESTIVAL ROUND-UP
There  are  so  many  festivals  around
these  islands,  not  to  mention  abroad,
that a better use of the limited space in
the newsletter is to list websites offering
lists of festival.  But do read on .below ...
B  ritish Arts Festivals Association  
European Forum of Worldwide Music   Festivals  
- Member Festivals
Folk and Roots - UK Festivals
UK FOLK FESTIVALS.
World Festival Association
International  Folklore  Festival
Association

TAIL ENDERS

IAN ANDERSON writes: “Oh look, June's ‘is
it  summer  yet?’ Podwireless  is  out  now,  two
more  intriguingly  packed  hours  from  the
wonderful  world  of  folk,  roots  music  and
associated weirdos – lots of which you almost
certainly  won't  hear  (of)  elsewhere!  You  can
find the Playlist and Playlink for the June 2021

Podwireless HERE! Hope you like it! 

During  the  past  pandemic  year  I  tried  to
provide  extra  lockdown  entertainment  for
Podwireless listeners with mid-month specials
and archive shows as well as the monthly new
release  roundups.  As  we  nervously  ease  into
the new normal (still nothing like the old one!)
I need to pause these mid-month shows for the
summer at least, partly because we're entering
an indeterminate period of house moving. The
final  one  in  this  series  was  another  archive
special, fairly recent in comparison with some
I've been laying on you, combining two shows
from just six years back. Find it  HERE. Next
month's new releases roundup will be along as
usual of course on 30 June.

The melodeon that shook the wolds! This year's
lock-down  project  has  been  working  with
English  country  music  melodeon  guru  Rod
Stradling on a career-long compilation for my
micro-label  Ghosts  From  The  Basement.
Treacle  &  Bread brings  together  21  tracks
from over five decades including  Rod’s work
with the many bands with which he’s played.

After  fRoots magazine was forced to close in
2019, I did a deal to acquire the rights to the
content archive and the physical stock of back
issues  from  the  receivers.  I no  longer  have
storage space for the back issues, so any that
aren't bought by mid-June will sadly have to go
for recycling. If there are any of the couple of
dozen issues that Podwireless has stocks of that
you'd like to buy before they vanish for good,
do it ASAP. You can find them HERE.  (NB -
if buying from outside the UK, don't forget to
select your postage zone.)
 

THE GLOBE 
NEWCASTLE-on-TYNE
THE  GLOBE is  pleased  to  announce
they're welcoming live audiences. For the
next  few weeks  there’s table  service  for
strictly limited numbers of ticket holders.
Some events are already sold out. You can
also enjoy all these gigs  via high quality
livestream.  NB:  unlike  most  livestreams,
you  do  not  have  to  watch  the  gig  live.
Save the link to watch later. And you can
watch it again for at least two weeks after
the event. Good deal!!
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https://www.podwirelesswords.com/2021/05/podwireless-226-june-2021.html
https://iffa.eu/
https://iffa.eu/
https://festival-association.eu/festivals
https://www.ukfolkfestivals.co.uk/england.php
http://folkandroots.co.uk/
http://www.efwmf.org/memberfestivals/
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https://www.artsfestivals.co.uk/
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https://eastgatearts.com/open-doors-campaign/
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https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Eastgatetheatreopendoors
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Eastgatetheatreopendoors
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