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AFTER  A  YEAR  IT’S
TIME TO CHANGE
WE  PUBLISHED the  first  Carry  On
Streamin on June 10 2020 declaring it  was,
“ .… Edinburgh Folk Club’s attempt to do two
things simultaneously. It’s a  sort  of  magazine
reminiscent  in  part  and style of  Sandy Bell’s
Broadsheet but with a major difference – COS
has  videos  and  text.  Like  the  Broadsheet  we
hope  to  publish  every  fortnight  starting  with
this edition.”

As is now widely known, the over-arching idea
was to use COS as a vehicle for raising funds
for our Paddy Bort Fund which existed with the
express  intention  of  helping  folk  performers
who may have fallen on financial  hard times
through no fault of their own.

It’s probably not unreasonable to observe
that a year on that need hasn’t diminished.
Many of those performers, some we know
as  friends,  still  need  help.  None  (we
think?)  have  had  a  ‘proper’ gig  in  well
over a year to enable them to provide for
themselves and their families. 

Of  course  there  has  been  the  great
proliferation of  on-line  gigs  – and  thank
goodness for them – and teaching on-line,

but none of these activities can replace the
real immediacy and intimacy of being there
and doing it.  

But, to produce this publication fortnightly
on  time  (mostly!)  it  has  ultimately  been
decided, to be trying to do too much with a
very small band of dedicated volunteers.

Part  of  the  difficulty  in  sustaining  the
fortnightly publication schedule was getting
in news, information and stories to publish.
That  meant  that  the front page lead  story
sometimes didn’t materialise until  the day
before publication!

Whether that was because not a lot is going
on  because  of  COVID  restrictions  or
because what was going on was quite local
and felt by those doing it not to be worthy
of  wider  circulation  we  don’t  know.  But
we’d have been pleased to be sent any kind
of info and allowed to decide here whether
to run it or not.  And that is still true with
our new schedule.

So,  but not  really with any regrets,  we’re
going  monthly  after  this  edition  of  the
fortnightly  COS.  The  next  COS  will  be
published  on  Wednesday  14  July  2021
and monthly thereafter.

Again, we appeal, if you’re doing anything
relevant,  we really  do  want  to  hear  from
you.  We are  all  part  of  the  same cultural
eco-system so please, do talk to us. 

While thinking about this  I  was reminded
of something I wrote almost 40 years ago
which I re-discovered a few days ago. 

“My  understanding  is  that  the  indigenous
arts  of  any  country  are  of  fundamental
importance to the people of that country and
are  indivisibly  linked  to  their  sense  of
nationhood.  Without  reference  to  these
foundations,  any  other  art  forms  (whether
described as 'higher' arts or whatever) lack a
foundation, and will exist rather than live in
the hearts of the people. Therefore, to have a
healthy  nation,  in  all  forms  of  the  arts,
requires  great  attention  to  be  paid  to  the
traditional or indigenous arts of that nation."
(The Scottish Review, August 1983).

That had been spurred by an interview in
The Scotsman magazine with the Polisario
Front  (founded in 1973) in Morocco. The

PF were  fighting  (with  guns!) with  their
government for their language, their music,
and  the  right  of  their  women to  dress  as
they  chose  (ref:  yashmak).  “Today  the
conflict  is  dominated  by  unarmed  civil
campaigns of the Polisario Front and their
self-proclaimed  SADR state  to  gain  fully
recognized  independence  for  Western
Sahara” (Wikipedia).  

Go to PayPal to donate to
the Paddy Bort Fund. And
click here to go to EFC’s
YouTube channel.

See the panel (below) for
the  performers  on  the
video accompanying this
edition of COS.
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EDINBURGH
SCIENCE  FESTIVAL
Saturday 26 June to
Sunday 11 July 2021
"When we try to pick out anything by
itself,  we find  it  hitched to  everything
else in the Universe." – John Muir

With COPD26 coming up a bit later this
year  in  Glasgow,  yon wise  statement  by
John Muir is a particularly apposite opener
for this year’s Edinburgh Science Festival.

It’s  hard  to  ignore  how  our  lives  are
shaped  by  science  and  technology  in
‘normal’ times  but  now the  past  months
have  brought  science  very  much  to  the
fore in the battle against COVID. 

As  usual  the  Science  Festival  is  packed
with  inspirational  science  experiences
underlining  the  festival’s  them  of ONE
WORLD: Science Connects Us. 

The festival points out it’s only 20 years since
the publication of the first draft of the human
genome (it’s also only about 70 years since the
discovery of the double helix structure of DNA
in  1953)  and  it’s  the  50th  year  since  the
invention  of  email  and  the  inception  of  the
World food programme, All things which play
a crucial part in our modern world and which
we  now  take  rather  for  granted.  They,  and
many  other  things  rooted  in  science  and
technology  and  not  yet  discovered,  will
continue to  play central roles in our everyday
lives for many years yet. 

Cl  ic  k here   to go to the full Edinburgh Science
Festival programme
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CARRY ON STREAMIN
Our banner is a  ‘reworking’ of the of the 
Carrying Stream festival which EFC’s late chair, 
Paddy Bort, created shortly after the death of 
Hamish Henderson in 2002.

After Paddy died in February 2017, EFC created 
the Paddy Bort Fund (PBF) to give financial 
assistance to professional folk performers who, 
through no fault of their own, fall on hard times.

No-one contemplated anything like the 
coronavirus. Now we need to replenish PBF 
again and have set a  new target to raise a 

further £10 000.

There are two strands to Carry On Streamin - 
this publication and our YouTube channel where 
you will find, every fortnight, videos donated by 
some of the best folk acts around. 

PLEASE DONATE TO PBF AS BEST YOU CAN, 
USING THE PAYPAL LINKS WE PROVIDE. 
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SCOTTISH
CRANNOG CENTRE

THIS STATEMENT has appeared on the
Scottish Crannog’s  website:  “It  is  with a
very heavy heart that the Scottish Crannog
Centre Trust has to report the devastating
news that the iconic reconstruction of an
Iron Age crannog at  its  popular museum
and visitor attraction was destroyed by fire
late last night.”

The Scottish Crannog Centre Trust  owns
and  operates  the  Scottish  Crannog
Centre. Archaeologists  from  the  Trust
have been diving to explore the crannogs
of  Loch  Tay  since  1980.  The  Crannog
Centre's recreated loch-dwelling was built
as  an  experiment,  based  on  excavation
results  from the  2,500  year-old Oakbank
Crannog located off the village of Fearnan
on  the  north  shore  of  Loch  Tay.   The
Centre brings the archaeological evidence
to life. 

The fire which occurred on Friday evening
11  June,  is  a  real  tragedy.  Mike  Benson,
Director  of  the  Crannog  Centre,  said:
“The  outpouring  of  support  from  the  local
community and friends from further afield has
been tremendous at this difficult time and the
Crannog  Community  would  like  to  thank
everyone for their heartfelt messages. The loss
of the Crannog is devastating but, importantly,
the Museum Collection is intact and no-one has
been  hurt.  We  would  also  like  thank  the
Scottish  Fire  and  Rescue  Service  and  Police
Scotland  for  their  instant  response  to  the
emergency and their faultless efforts in tackling
the blaze and keeping everyone safe in the local
vicinity.” 

It has been reported however that an ambitious
plan  already  in  place  to  move  the  Crannog
Centre to the other (north) side of Loch Tay and
extend  it,  is  now  under  very  active
consideration  to  be  progressed  as  fast  as
possible.

The  Music  Venue  Trust  is  a  British
charitable organisation that was founded in
January  2014  to  help  protect,  secure  and
improve  music  venues  in  the  United
Kingdom. 

Music  Venue  Trust’s 6-point  plan  for
Government  Intervention  to  manage  the
impact  of  extended  restrictions  on
Grassroots Music Venues:

1.  Extend  the  moratorium on Commercial
eviction,  due  to  end  on  30  June,  until  30
September.  No  grassroots  music  venue
should  face  eviction  because  the
government  will  not  allow it  to  open  and
trade to be able to pay its rent.

2. Cancel the introduction of Business Rates
from  1  July  and  extend  100%  rate  relief
until 31 March 2022. It is frankly bizarre for
the government to impose a tax on premises
it is simultaneously legislating cannot trade
in order to pay that tax.

3.  Extend  Bounce  Back  Loans  and  CBIL
interest  and  payment  free  period  until  30
September.  Again,  it  is  an  unsustainable
position for government to permit banks and
other lenders it is has authorised and funded
to loan money to grassroots music venues to
seek  payment  of  those  loans  from
businesses  the  government  says  cannot
operate.

4. Explore the Australian model of rent debt
settlement,  which  has  brokered  a
government supported division of rent debt;
the best landlords  in the UK have already
reached arrangements with their  tenants  to
share  the  impact  of  Covid.  But  too  many
have not, and the burden of rent debt cannot
and  should  not  be  absorbed  solely  by
tenants.  Not  pursuing an equal division of
the burden of unpaid rent across the sector
distorts the marketplace, resulting on venues
on the same street being heavily in debt or

debt  free  based  on  decisions  by  their
landlord.

5.  Immediately  release  the  funds  held  for
Culture  Recovery  Fund  3,  £300  million,
through  a  rapid  distribution  process  that
addresses  the  immediate  threat  of  the
permanent  closure  of  grassroots  music
venues; in the early stages of this crisis the
government responded quickly through the
Emergency Grassroots Music Venue Fund to
ensure  closures  were  avoided.  It  will  not
work  to  release  this  £300  million  in
October/November/December the support is
needed  now.  The  government  should
replicate  the  April  2020  distribution  of
EGMVF to address the £36 million in losses
the grassroots sector will face in the next 4
weeks.

6.  Work  with  local  authorities  to  release
undistributed Restart Grant money, currently
£1.6 billion, to cultural premises, including
grassroots  music  venues,  without  delay  to
address  the  challenges  of  the  delay  to
reopening. Guidance can be issued quickly
clearly defining businesses left out of Step 3
as being those which government wishes to
see receive local authority support.

Specifically  notable  is  that  the  first  three
measures  required  are  caused  by
government  decision;  it  is  the government
that is ending the moratorium on evictions,
it is the government that wants businesses to
start paying rates, it is the government that
created the terms and conditions of the loans
programme. 

It  is  not just that the government needs to
take  positive  action  to  prevent  closures,
through distributing the £300 million fund
that it already has, ensuring that the impact
of Covid debt is distributed equally between
key  stakeholders,  and  ensuring  grassroots
music  venues  are  prioritised  for  Restart
Grants.  It  is  also  the  case  that  the
government  needs  to  take  its  foot  off  the
accelerator of tax, legislation and debt that it
imagined  would  be  able  to  be  addressed
from 21 June. 

Read  here MVT’s  response  to  the
announcement  on  Monday  14  June  that
the 21 June reopening date for venues in
England would be delayed.
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https://edinburghfolkclub.bandcamp.com/
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NEWS FROM
THE NATIONAL
PIPING CENTRE

WILLIE  ROSS  BOUND
COLLECTION BACK IN STOCK 
We are delighted that we can once again
offer  the  full  collection  of  Pipe  Major
Willie  Ross  books  again  as  a  bound
collection,  as  we  have  been  able  to  get
Book Five back in print for the first time
in  quite  some  time.  This  beautiful
hardbound collection of  all  five of  these
books is a must for any piper's collection,
and they can be personalised with a name,
making this an extra special gift - perhaps

for the  imminent Father's Day, a birthday
or  other  celebration!  Head over  the  The
Bagpipe  Shop to  get  your  bound  copy
today! 

SUMMER INTENSIVE COURSES
Week-long,  online  intensive  courses
develop  your  playing  in  a  one-to-one
setting. Our teachers will work with you to
tailor  their teaching  to  the specific  areas
you want to improve. These great courses
are  available  with  1,  2  or  3  one-to-one
lessons per day  (Monday  to Friday), at a
week of your choice.  Book Now

LOOKING  FOR  YOUR  NEXT
CHALLENGE?

Take your piping further over the next two
years by applying for our first ever HND
Music-Piping course. The  course  will  run
from September  6 2021, subject  to SQA
approval.  With  teaching  from  our  world
class teaching team you will improve your
repertoire, develop your knowledge of the
history of the instrument and gain business
skills  to  develop  your  playing  into  your
career. The HND is open to everyone who
meets  the  audition  criteria,  from  school
leavers  to  those  looking  for  a  career
change later in life.  Apply online over at
our website now.
A  pply online over at our website now  . 

/… continued on page 7
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/continued from page 5 ...
THE  CLASP  IN  CONVERSATION
WITH... COLIN MACLELLAN 

The CLASP has just announced its next In
Conversation  With...  talk.  Taking  place
on Sunday 27  June  at  7pm (UK),  Colin
MacLellan will discuss reed manipulation.
This session, given by one of the World's
best  and  most  experienced reedmakers,
will  cover  a  wide  variety  of  topics
concerning  pipe  chanter  reeds,  with  the
emphasis on  reed  manipulation,  strength
adjustments,  and  the  set  up  in  the  pipe
chanter. It will include explanations on the
component  parts  of  the  reed,  and  a
practical demonstration of the construction
and tying of the pipe chanter reed. Colin
has acquired many techniques and skills in
his  almost  50  year  experience  of
reedmaking and  so  this  session,
exclusively for CLASP pipers,  is not one
to be missed! 

SUMMER  ONLINE  GATHERING  -
TEACHING LINE UP ANNOUNCED!

Join  us  from  26th  -  29th  July  for  a

fantastic  four  days  of  piping  with
masterclasses,  workshops,  one-to-one
lessons,  group  lessons  and  more  at  our
Summer  Adult  Online  Gathering.  Our
teaching line up has just been confirmed
for  this  school.  We have Wilson Brown,
Connor  Sinclair,  Margaret  Dunn,  Dr
Andrew  Bova,  John  Mulhearn,  Ailis
Sutherland and Dan Nevan - a world class
line  up  of  Gold  Medallists,  Silver
Medallists,  composing  and  recording
artists, and a Dr of Piping! It  is £180 for
the  four days,  with  two  timezones  of
teaching  available.  So  get  piping  this
summer by enrolling today! Book Now

JOIN  OUR  EVENING  CLASSES  FOR
SEPTEMBER! 
The  Autumn  term  of  Online  Evening
Classes from The National Piping Centre
is  now  available  to  book!  Starting  from

Saturday  24th  September,  this  great  10
week  course  will  teach  in  small  groups,
meeting once a week to learn. The course
costs £100 adults / £90 U16s, so just £10 /
£9 per week. They are great for complete
beginners or those looking to get back into
playing after a break. So if you want some
spring motivation, head to our website and
register now!  Find Out More
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Andy Irvine’s new double CD now available from http://andyirvine.com/, (own label): Cat AK-9

Summer Online Teaching Line-up
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EUROPEAN FOLK 
NETWORK - THE 
MANIFESTO
EFN is  a  pan-European  network  of
individuals and organizations involved and
dedicated  to  the  preservation  and
promotion  of  Europe’s  rich  traditions  of
folk  music,  dance,  storytelling,  and
performing arts, in their various forms and
origins.

Through its activities, EFN will strive for
the  sustainable  future  of  Europe’s
intangible  cultural  heritage  and  the
recognition  of  the  contribution  of  its
members to Europe’s cultural and creative
sector

PRIORITIES
•The creation of a strong network
•Raising the profile and visibility of folk
arts in Europe at local, regional, national,
European and world levels
•Facilitating  and  supporting  access  and
participation

EFN’s  Manifesto  and  priorities
acknowledge  existing  initiatives  at
European  and  international  levels
supporting cultural and language diversity,
social justice and solidarity, and fostering
civic  participation  in  cultural  heritage
preservation and promotion.

THE EUROPEAN FOLK NETWORK
MANIFESTO   -   FOLK  ARTS  IN
EUROPE
The traditional  arts  of  any  community  –
whether  an  entire  society,  a  nation,  a
region, a specific social group or locality -
carry  a  unique  wealth  of  shared
knowledge and experience.

These  arts  –  music,  song,  dance  and
storytelling - are fundamental elements in
the  intangible  cultural  heritage  and
cultural identity of every society.  The idea
of  intangible cultural  heritage  covers  the
histories,  ideas,  stories,  human
understanding,  ceremonials,  beliefs  and
philosophies of ordinary people, expressed
informally  and  creatively  in  ways  that
underpin  and  complement  formal
structures and historical narratives.

They embody the collective memory and
collective  imagination  of  people  and
places, passed down and added to by each
successive generation.

Conserving and promoting this heritage in
various  forms,  both  traditional  and
contemporary,  is  essential  in  preserving
the countless nuances of cultural diversity
in  the  face  of  globalization,  helping  to
nurture  mutual  respect  and  intercultural
dialogue.

In Europe, the rich diversity of traditional
cultures and the myriad inter-relationships
between  them  provide,  as  they  always
have,  unique  opportunities  to  understand
one  another  and  share  our  experiences
whilst celebrating difference.

Tradition  bearers  and  their  artistic
expressions  thrive  and  flourish  on
diversity,  migration,  change  and
interaction  with  others.   Healthy  living
traditions  welcome  and  embrace  new
arrivals  and  outlive  the  imposition  of
sectarianism or nationalism.

It  is  impossible  to  restrict  folk  arts  to
narrow or finite definitions.  They exist in
a  complex  ecosystem,  spreading  out
organically  across  geographical  and
human  networks,  drawing  on  the
experience  of  people  and  their
circumstances  in  each  community,  in
every generation.

Traditional arts do not end with yesterday
- they are a continuum, an ever-changing
expression of how it is to live, love, cry,
work,  laugh,  suffer,  protest  or  celebrate.
They tell us of our past, give us a voice in
the present and inspiration for the future.

Whether anonymous or attributed, amateur
or professional, revival or renewal, created
today or in the mists of time, th e living
and evolving traditional folk arts of all our
citizens,  old  and  new,  are  vital  to  the
health  of  the  European  family.  They  are
the  special  identities  of  our  individual
communities  and  our  collective  cultural
heritage and identity as Europeans.

(The  Board  of  the  European  Folk
Network, June 2021)

SC  OTTISH  
STORYTELLING
CENTRE     

We're  also  delighted  to  say  that  we  are
now open for 7 days a week, Monday to
Sunday 10am-6pm (note that our Café will
be closed on Wednesday 3 June).

As Midsummer is approaching, the Burgh
Blatherers are inviting you to an evening
of stories around our changing times, with
a Heartfelt Medley of tales.  Saturday 19
June at 7.30pm (Zoom / pay what you can)

Pop into the SSC to see our latest  exhibition
History  and  Heritage  of  Religions  in
Scotland, by community organisation NKS. 

Missed  an  event?  Check  out  our  list  of
Crowdcast  past  events and  watch  them
on demand, whenever you feel like it.

Keep in touch with us on our social media
channels for the latest updates and more:

Facebook: @ScottishStorytellingCentre
Twitter: @ScotStoryCentre
Instagram: @scottishstorytellingcentre

http://e  f  c1973.com/home   :: https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742  /   :: @edfolkclub
Please note that Edinburgh Folk Club cannot accept responsibility for the content of third

party websites displayed in this newsletter and offers all content in good faith. 

http://efc1973.com/home
https://scottishstorytellingcentre.online.red61.co.uk/event/913:3821/913:13889/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RZV6bpjvL9Sg2WjeWCdrUOa1u3-X6Yua9QunwkhAiezMcdG-YKdN-lT8gX5jpBmIAzt5kh7vGxN8Aj_GAF9XDFcaDDXmzeSqTUezadfjs-H1N_HzVOxVbxtu4IyjRBHpUvmECc5ayT5S-rpPZ3N3Lw==&c=Zdr7vRVfBBuEb2VOSmFtyfTEuODdhGeDEyR6PsHgajigFYoonY53KA==&ch=i5zb24kigF6hA2f2_-RU4xAHmIXmJp06bNcffBTrhcOyRDAE-WHTEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RZV6bpjvL9Sg2WjeWCdrUOa1u3-X6Yua9QunwkhAiezMcdG-YKdN-lT8gX5jpBmIC7tKcf6eeTnwNMwQ5SuLGmp02Mm2PvbEWLWYZIr2q8U-XxlkBnsJo8jSsQcphBYacIqqof_KuMm48ZqpEA_d7iAtm3gON7_Zxu1ZhJZO4AZc1z00635f5p9HkS9i_yYmdVnKoIPb1a4cwSDAcn2z5A==&c=Zdr7vRVfBBuEb2VOSmFtyfTEuODdhGeDEyR6PsHgajigFYoonY53KA==&ch=i5zb24kigF6hA2f2_-RU4xAHmIXmJp06bNcffBTrhcOyRDAE-WHTEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RZV6bpjvL9Sg2WjeWCdrUOa1u3-X6Yua9QunwkhAiezMcdG-YKdN-lT8gX5jpBmIC7tKcf6eeTnwNMwQ5SuLGmp02Mm2PvbEWLWYZIr2q8U-XxlkBnsJo8jSsQcphBYacIqqof_KuMm48ZqpEA_d7iAtm3gON7_Zxu1ZhJZO4AZc1z00635f5p9HkS9i_yYmdVnKoIPb1a4cwSDAcn2z5A==&c=Zdr7vRVfBBuEb2VOSmFtyfTEuODdhGeDEyR6PsHgajigFYoonY53KA==&ch=i5zb24kigF6hA2f2_-RU4xAHmIXmJp06bNcffBTrhcOyRDAE-WHTEg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RZV6bpjvL9Sg2WjeWCdrUOa1u3-X6Yua9QunwkhAiezMcdG-YKdN-lT8gX5jpBmIUU8XuIkQbpsUpbn9cEoO2V89Vwlwsp6yo7biLrhYblZcUEV6Eaz_hmEAWdyAJPgf-GYQJR2ULLUpJ05qu0URK9Cu2Sq-rDNJWRXwN1_zIZ85Gy9EV6OCqc1AH0pUKMJ59hiyRzkF-7Njtth5KxhK6a7kPVQr5zSWw_uALoisyFc=&c=Zdr7vRVfBBuEb2VOSmFtyfTEuODdhGeDEyR6PsHgajigFYoonY53KA==&ch=i5zb24kigF6hA2f2_-RU4xAHmIXmJp06bNcffBTrhcOyRDAE-WHTEg==
https://www.europeanfolknetwork.com/
https://www.europeanfolknetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/scottishstorytellingcentre/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/scotstorycentre?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishStorytellingCentre/
https://scottishstorytellingcentre.online.red61.co.uk/event/913:3820/
https://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.com/
https://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.com/
https://www.scottishstorytellingcentre.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
https://www.facebook.com/Edinburgh-Folk-Club-155304611154742/
http://efc1973.com/home
http://efc1973.com/home


CARRY ON STREAMIN
from EDINBURGH FOLK CLUB

Probably the best folk club in the world!
Dateline: Wednesday 16 June 2021 Volume 1.26

FIRST DIRECTORY 
OF TRADITIONAL 
MUSICIANS IN 
SCOTLAND
The  Traditional  Music  Forum  (TMF)
and  TRACS  (Traditional  Arts  and
Culture  Scotland) released  Scotland
Online:  A  Directory  of  Musicians,
recently.  This  was  proclaimed  to  be  the
only comprehensive online resource of its
kind,  promoting  traditional  musicians
working  and  recording  in  Scotland  –
which indeed it is.

But the good elves at Tracs Towers have
clearly been busy over  the past  week or
three. The website is now much expanded
with  many  musicians,  soloist,  duos,  and
bands  all  listed  with  a  picture,  brief  bio
and  contact  details.  In  addition  it  points
you  to  where  the  performers’  music  is
available to buy and listen on Bandcamp,
Spotify, and Apple Music pages. 

We wonder if  the site is  to be expanded
even further to list music agencies, venues
like pubs and organisations like folk clubs,
festivals and independent bookers.

This  thought  prompted  a  delve  into  the
archives  where  the  1982  Scottish  Folk
Directory  was  found.  By  1982  this  was
already a venerable wee institution on the
Scottish  folk  scene.  The  SFD  was
published by the late Sheila  Douglas,  an
indefatigable  champion  of  traditional
music, and a no’ bad songwriter to boot.

In the 1982 SFD there are 41 Scottish folk
clubs, 13 festivals and about 80 acts listed.
In some ways not so different from today
–  apart  from  the  explosion  in  festivals
which  followed  not  so  many years  after
that.

The Edinburgh FC met then in the Carlton
Hotel  on  North  Bridge.  Not  nearly  as
swanky an hotel as it is now.

Find  the  new  directory  at  Scotland
Online: A Directory of Musicians  .  
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EFEx Artist Mentoring 
Programme Applications 
now open for  2021 / 2022

NB:  To  be  eligible  to  apply  for  this
programme,  you  must  be  resident  in
England  and  perform  folk,  roots  or
acoustic  music  (including  singer-
songwriter,  roots/Americana  and
traditional). You don’t have to be a full
time  professional  musician,  however
you must confirm your availability for
all dates listed in the programme. 
 

Applications are now open for the fourth
edition of the English Folk Expo (EFEx)
Artist  Mentoring  Programme,  aimed  at
equipping emerging artists with the skills,
networks  and  experience  for  a  career  in
folk, roots and acoustic music.
 

Find  out  more  about  the  programme
here.  Applications  close  at  5pm  on
Sunday 27th June

English  Folk  Expo began  presenting  a
series of 90-minute virtual  showcases  on
Wednesday 26 May 2021. The remaining
Virtual Showcases are:

Wednesday 30 June
The Shackleton Trio, Lady Maisery, Ezio,
Lady Nade
Wednesday 28 July
The  Hut  People,  The  Rheingans  Sisters,
Jon Boden & The Remnant Strings, Katy
Rose Bennett
Wednesday 25 August
Sam  Sweeney,  Kathryn  Roberts  &  Sean
Lakeman, Sounds of the Sirens, ETHR
Wednesday 29 September
Holy  Moly  &  The  Crackers,  Leveret,
Katie  Doherty  & The Navigators,  Hollie
Rogers

You can register for all of these sessions
HERE:
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MUSIC WAVES
MUSIC ROUTES Jim Welsh broadcasts
on-line on Edinburgh's Radio Summerhall.

TRAVELLING  FOLK Sunday  (7pm)
Bruce  MacGrego  r   presents  BBC  Radio
Scotland's  flagship  two-hour folk
programme.

THE LISTENI  NG   STATION     – NEW – 
no  chat,  non-stop  music  from  Loudon
Temple over in Kilbarchan by Paisley who
writes,  “The  Listening  Station  is  different
from  anything  else  you  will  find  online,  its
library  assembled  over  many  years  by  an
enthusiast with very eclectic musical taste, the
best of it gathered all together in one place to
be shared with others.” Applause say us! :)

B  LACK  DIAMOND     107.8  FM  
Midlothian,  Sunday  8pm-9pm  (and
available  24*7).  Brian  Miller  presents
"one of the finest folk music programmes
on radio".

BLUES  ON  THE  BAY pure  acoustic
blues with  Ian  Sands  every  Thursday  at
8pm.

C  LICK  HERE   for  a  long  list  of  folk
music shows on BBC Radio.

F  OLK ALLEY   (USA) is a 24*7 internet
radio  service  produced  by  the
FreshGrass    Foundation   which  went
online  in  September  2003,  streaming  a
unique  blend  of  traditional  folk,  roots,
Americana,  contemporary
singer/songwriters,  indie-folk,  Celtic,
bluegrass, and other world sounds.

BLUES AND ROOTS RADIO based in
Mississauga,  ON,  Canada.  Liz  Franklin
(@lizlipwig) presents 'Folk Garden' every
Tuesday 6pm - 8pm. All the best in folk,
roots and acoustic music. 

ACROSS THE POND  is  hosted by ex-
pat  lad  from  Edinburgh,  Ed  Miller,  on
Sunradio every Sunday 3-4pm UK time  -
straight from Austin, Texas, USA!

P  URE  BEAT  RADIO   from  Aberdeen,
Scotland  is  an  internet  radio  station  that
broadcasts  all  over  the  world  24*7.
Playing a Better Music Mix! You can tune
in  on  your  Smartphone,  Smartspeaker,
Deezer and online.

CELTIC MUSIC RADIO (95FM) -  or click
on the image below – is Glasgow-based, run
by music-loving volunteers and a community
station broadcasting 24x7 to the world.

BOTH  SIDE  S   THE  TWEED   is  a
monthly  podcast  presented  by  Gareth
Patterson  bringing  you  the  very  best  in
folk  &  acoustic  music.  Submissions
welcomed  from  artists  who  would  like
Gareth to play their music. A CD would be
appreciated but  please  remember it  must
be FOLK.

SOUNDART FOLK  SHOW hosted  by
Steve  B.  The  station  is  situated  in  the
Dartington  manor  estate  near  Totnes  in
Devon and is also available on Mixcloud
(listen again option). The show airs folk in
its many guises  live monthly to  a world-
wide  audience.  There  are  live  sessions
every few weeks with some very special
guests  playing  and  chatting  live  in  the
studio. Read more about the show on their
Facebook page

LIMERICK  CITY  COMMUNITY
RADIO with John O'Regan presenter of
Eclectic Celt and Hav Yez No Homes Ta
Go Ta? 

STREAM  RADIO  STATIONS
AROUND  THE  WORLD  WITH
RADIO GARDEN – eg Edinburgh (242
Radio),  Glasgow (Celtic  Music Radio),
London  (BBC  Radio  5  Live) …  and
thousands more. Radio Garden is a non-
profit  Dutch  radio  and  digital  research
project developed from 2013 to 2016, by
the  Netherlands  Institute  for  Sound  and
Vision,  the  Transnational  Radio
Knowledge  Platform  and  five  other
European  universities.  It  is  funded  by
HERA.

THE ONLINE FAB FOLK CLUB is a
pre-recorded  on-air  singaround  folk  club
presented  by  Tony  Haynes  in  York.
Anyone  is  invited  in.  Video  not  needed,
obviously,  because  this  is  radio,  so  just
record  yourself  performing,  say,  three of
your  favourite  songs  or  tunes  and  email
them or use  WeTransfer.  Obviously they
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would  have  to  be  close  to  radio  quality,
but don’t get too hung up about that. Try
to avoid background noises such as fridge
motors,  but  a  bit  of  bird song would be
fine.

C  OPPERPLATE  , promoting Irish music,
present a monthly podcast ... Copperplate
Podcast … 60 minutes of Irish traditional
music  now  accessible  24/7  from  their
roster.

R  ADIO  WIGWAM   is  an  online  radio
station with a real purpose (it says on their
FB  page).  It  isn't  about  core
demographics,  approved  playlists  or
hidden agendas - it's  about  playing good
quality music and providing a platform for
emerging talent.  They run annual awards,
plus  live  sessions.  The  station  is  a
platform for emerging, unsigned talent.  It
isn't about core demographics, playlists or
hidden agendas - it's  about  playing good
quality music & providing an environment
for insightful dialogue. 

RADIO KAOS ITALY – NEW – based in
Rome and founded in 2009,  is a "creative
container"  every  day  offering self-
produced programmes, interviews, culture
and  lots  of  music,  allowing  people,
associations,  groups  to  be  able  to  talk
freely. RK Facebook. Contact email.

GIGS ON-LINE
MAIRI  CAMPBELL is  doing  weekly

(Sundays)  on-line  ‘sessions’  under  the
heading,  Campbell’s  Ceilidh.  Just  click  on
the  link  above  to  sign  up  in  advance  and
offer  yourself  for  a  song  or  a  tune  spot.
You’ll find lots of other stuff there as well.

JENNA  REID writes:  “Wanna  join  my
youth  club?   It’s  FREE!  Every  Friday  at
6pm for 20 minutes and aimed at P1-P7. Any
instrument with music and chords on-screen.
For  information  email   Jenna  here  
#tradmusic #youth #fun 

LLANTRISANT F  C   in S. Wales is running
a  virtual  Folk  Club  every  Wednesday  at
8:20pm; music starts 8:30pm. Tune in her  e  .

CLAIRE  HASTINGS As  always,  is  live
every Sunday morning at 10am on  Claire's
Music Club Facebook page, aimed at under
5s.”

PAUL WALKER & KAREN    PFEIFFER  
invite  you  to  their live  streams  Afternoon
Tea with Paul & Karen every Friday at 4pm
(UK time) on their Facebook and  YouTube
pages. 45 minutes of music, banter and light-
hearted chat.

THE  GOOSE  IS  OUT is  (usually)  a
popular Friday weekly gig in South London.
However, of course, as is happening all over
the  UK  they  now  run  monthly  Zoom
singarounds  on  the nights  they  would
normally  have  been  having  their  "real"
singarounds. Organiser Sue Whitehead says,
“These online sessions, which are on second
Sundays  monthly,  have  been  going  well
(despite a few technical hitches!). Obviously
there isn't any geographical barrier to joining
in we’ve had singers from as  far  afield as
Japan, Scotland and, er, Birmingham  - so it

would be great if you could give them a plug
in COS.” (Ed: job done!) 

“We  send  out  the  Zoom  link  with  full
information  the day before the singaround.
People  are  asked to  let  us  know  by  the
Friday before if  they would like us to send
them  the  link  (singers  and  listeners  all
welcome!).

“People  can message  us  here,    the  contact  
form on our     website  .” 

(Ed:  there  are  so  many  on-line  gigs  just
now that this is the merest sample of what
we’ve noticed.  If  you want your gig listed
please send us the information).

cyberPRINT
LIVING  TRADITION (UK,  monthly,
print, on-line).  See advert in this issue of
COS. Living Tradition is a major UK and
international  folk  music  magazine
published  in  Scotland  with  a  20  year
history  of  carrying  news,  reviews  and
articles,  with  a  focus  on  the  traditional
folk scene in the UK and Ireland.

THE LIST (Edinburgh HQ but  national;
print,  on-line,)  This  widely  read  and
nationally  distributed  magzine  is  one  to
seek out for gig and cultural information
in general.

R2   MAGAZINE  
See here for information on subscribing
(UK, bi-monthly) was 'Rock n Reel' back
in  the  1990s,  hit  a  rocky  patch,  but
returned  several  years  ago  as  a  great
commentator,  supporter  and  reviewer  of
the UK music scene in general (see advert
page 5).

BOX AND FIDDLE (UK,  monthly)  is  the
publication  of   the  National  Association  of
Accordion & Fiddle Clubs with an estimated
home and overseas readership of 6,000+.

MAVERICK (UK,  monthly)  leading
independent country music magazine.

RAMBLES (USA, on-line) a wide range
of reviews of books and albums.

NO DEPRESSION (USA.  Quarterly)  is
an  advert-free,  long-form  journal  about
roots music published by the  FreshGrass
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Foundation.  Each issue features original
in-depth  articles  and  artist  profiles,
original  illustrations,  and  stunning
photography.  The  magazine  ran  1995  to
2008, restarted in 2015 and is running yet.

FOLKER (Germany,  bi-monthly,  print,  on-
line) one of continental Europe's major folk
mags  –  in  fact,  probably  the  leading  mag.
Folker  covers  mostly  European
traditional/folk music and world music and is
a  valuable  source  on  German  and  other
European artists and the festival scene. It also
carries  book,  record  and  cassette  reviews.
(Ed: Folker’s publisher is Michael Kamp who
was a Sandy Bell’s Man back in the 1970’s).

ENGLISH  and
WELSH: local folk magazines
UNICORN Bedfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,  Cambridgshire  and
Hertfordshire.

SHIRE  FOLK Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

FOLKNEWS KERNOW Cornwall.

WHAT'S AFOOT Devon.

SAD Folk Somerset and Dorset.

MARDLES East Anglia, Norfolk

FOLK  MONTHLY E.  Midlands,
Derbyshire, Leics, Lincs and Notts.

SOLENT WAVES (Folk  Association  of
South Hampshire) Hampshire, Sussex and
Dorset.

PUDDINGSTONE (Hertfordshire  Folk
Association) Hertfordshire.

AROUND KENT FOLK Kent (and some
of Sussex); e  mail  .

LANCASHIRE WAKES Lancashire.

FOLK  NORTH  WEST (North  West
Federation  of  Folk  Clubs)  Lancashire,
Cumbria,  Greater  Manchester,
Merseyside, North Wales and Cheshire.

LEICESTER  FOLK  DIARY
Leicestershire

FOLKTALK Lincolnshire.

FOLK  LONDON London  &  Home
Counties.

MAD FOLK Merseyside.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  FOLK
ACTIVITIES  ASSOCIATION
Northamptonshire.

SHREDS AND PATCHES Shropshire.

SUSSEX  PIE  AND  EVENTS
SHEET(Sussex Folk Association) Sussex

SUSSEX FOLK GUIDE (NB: Online) 

FOLK SOUTH EAST Surrey

TAPLAS Wales + The Borders & Beyond

FOLKWALES ONLINE MAGAZINE     

FOLK  MONTHLY West  Midlands:
Worcs,  Warks,  Staffs,  Shropshire,
Herefordshire.

FOLKFAX -  Diary of  events,  news and
gossip. (NB: Online only). 

WILTSHIRE FOLK ARTS Wiltshire.

FOLKLIFE WEST Worcs, Glos and The
West  (Quarterly  Magazine  and  Folk
Directory). 

FOLK  ROUNDABOUT Yorkshire,
North  &  East,  Teesside,  Cleveland,
Northumberland. 

TYKES NEWS (incorporating Stirrings)
Yorkshire, South And West.

MISC INFO
For websites and so on which don’t seem
to fit into any of our other headings

The SESSION … a website with loads and
loads of  info about settings of  tunes  along
with sheet music (and so much more!). And
that’s not all  ...  searchable lists  of sessions
around  the  world  (eg.  Australia,  Sweden,
Denmark,  Portugal  et  al)  plus  events
happening  (online  and,  again,  around  the
world)  plus  discussions  on  a  range  of
musical topics. That’s some resource!

REMINDERS …
SANDY BELL’S BAR RESCUE FUND
At the time of writing £4,253 had been
raised towards the target of £15,000. To
contribute please visit Save Sandy Bell's
Go Fund Me.

GLASGOW  FIDDLE  WORKSHOP
(GFW) restarted with ZOOM classes back
in September 2020. 

Click the link above (face-to-face classes
postponed for time being), Monday Slow
Session 18:45-19:25 Wednesday Warm-up
Session 18:45-19:25 #trad #music

The  FRIENDS  OF  THOMAS  MUIR
organisation website lists a lot of activity
showing what the Friends are up to on a
continuing basis behind the scenes.  Find
out more with their contact details here.

CEILIDH  DANCING in  Edinburgh  of
course  has  been  put  on  hold  during  the
current  crisis  but  will,  no  doubt  at  all,
restart  when  deemed  safe  to  do  so.
Meanwhile  have  a  look  at  
EDINBURGH CEILIDH CLUB.

PENICUIK  ARTS promotes  and
encourages  the  study,  practice  and
knowledge  of  the  Arts  in  Penicuik  and
surrounding  district.  Contact  them  by
email or phone: 01968 678804.

The  TMSA  (Traditional  Music  and
Song Association) has  a  calendar  list  of
upcoming  events  it's  involved  in  on  its
website.

THE TRADITIONAL MUSIC FORUM
(aka TMF)  is  a  key  participant  in  the
Scottish Parliament Cross Party Group on
Culture, the Music Education Partnership
Group,  Culture  Counts  and  Heads  of
Instrumental Teaching Scotland (HITS) to
name  but  a  few.  Through  the  website,
newsletter  and  social  media  channels,
TMF  continually  showcases  the  diverse
activities  of  their  wide  membership  and
shares  news,  events,  and  information.
Notably, EFC's man, Dave Francis is the
TMF Director and Lori Watson, is Chair. 

K  AREN  TWEED  ,  accordion  wizard,
composer  and  artist,  has  been  settled  in
Orkney  now for  31/2 years.  During
lockdown she has been teaching accordion
via  Zoom  both  one-to-one  as  well  as
Friday  Zoom  accordion  workshops  –
email   Karen   for details  .

Karen has published her first sketchbook
called:  “Karen  Tweed  -  A    S  ketchbook  
W  ith   L  ove from Orkney  ”.
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Karen  runs  a  weekly  Live  Slow  Tunes
Session (free) via  her Facebook page on
Mondays (6.30pm); all welcome.

EASTGATE  THEATRE,  Peebles,  is
struggling to keep going just now. They’ve
been posting events on YouTube including
four half-hour “Garden Ceilidh Events”.
These  were  organised  by  members  of
Penicuik FC and 18 acts were videoed in
a  beautiful  garden  setting  creating 90-
minutes of song, music and spoken word
showcasing an impressive array of talent.
If you are able to help the theatre re-open
by  donating  go  to  their  crowd  funding
page here or to their own   website here  . 

EDINBURGH  FOLK  CLUB’s
crowdfunding site  is  here.  Have a look
and  slip  us  a  quid  or  three.  Every  little
helps us get to our target of £5,000 so we
can  continue  to  help  our  folk  musicians
who are in need of our assistance. So far,
to  date,  we  have  raised  £2,385 here.
GREAT!! And many thanks!!

FESTIVAL ROUND-UP
There  are  so  many  festivals  around
these  islands,  not  to  mention  abroad,
that a better use of the limited space in
the newsletter is to list websites offering
lists of festival.  But do read on .below ...
B  ritish Arts Festivals Association  
European Forum of Worldwide Music   Festivals  
- Member Festivals
Folk and Roots - UK Festivals
UK FOLK FESTIVALS.
World Festival Association
International  Folklore  Festival
Association

TAIL ENDERS
JUST IN CASE you might be wondering,
there is no crossword this edition because
our setter  is  on  a camping holiday in  the
Highlands and hasn’t  had time to prepare
the puzzle before racing up the M9 etc to
Glencoe.

She says that once she’s back in Edinburgh
and has recovered from the enormous and
sustained  midge  attacks, normal  service
will be resumed (COS2.01). 

Global Music Match Returns
Featuring an incredible 78 artists from 17
countries,  EFEx continue  their role  in
this  international  digital  programme.
This  year,  six  artists  from England are

taking part: Lunatraktors, Eliza Marshall,
Jack  Rutter,  Dan  Whitehouse,  Lucy
Farrell  and Chris Cleverley.  Click here
to find out more. 
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Scottish Domestic Bliss 2020 Lockdown by Allan & Rosemary McMillan. Grace
Note Publications. Full of fun,  poems &  pictures (proceeds towards Paddy Bort
Fund).  Available from Amazon,  or  copies  can  be  purchased  direct  from  the
authors (signed optional) £10 + £2 p&p.
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The Rockfield Centre - the Heart of a Creative Community 

AN EXCITING NEW VENUE AND PROMOTER IN OBAN 

The Rockfield Centre is a completely renovated and 
repurposed former Victorian primary school building right 
in the heart of Oban, which we hope will become a 
dynamic, multi-strand cultural and community hub 
working across Arts, Heritage, Education and Wellbeing.  
There’s a gallery, an art studio, a rehearsal space, a large 
canteen and a studio-sized performance space with a 
projected audience capacity of around 80. We plan to 
have a great programme of theatre, music and dance, 
visual arts exhibitions, workshops and other events.  

Reg Charity SC045503 

Community Benefit Society (7712) 

Registered with the Financial Conduct 
Authority 

www.therockfieldcentre.org.uk 

Please like us on Facebook 

and follow us on Twitter and Instagram 
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